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critical of the Library Journal, 
which describes new books. 

Prior to Dr.' Dougless' talk, 
Florida Attorney General James 
W. Kynes was introduced as a 
special guest. In his brief re¬ 
marks Kynes said he was 
pleased to hear one of the na¬ 
tion’s leaders recently say that 
Florida had practiced prudenctfl 
without being reactionary ant^ 
had been, progressive without 
being radical. __ 


Dr. Wj fliajn C. Douglass j ?ho 
has th^ Vet Freedom Ringj ele- 
phone message, Thursday made 
a speech in which he charged 
that a “tremendous conspiracy 
of silence envelops the nation" 
as he leveled criticisms at the 


Sarasota Herald-Tribune, a text- ^ 
book used in junior high and at , 
the library for not carrying the ■ 
anti-communist publications he 
thinks should be there. 

In a speech before a civic 
dlub, Dr. Douglass said that, 
Sarasotans are “not getting the 
facts" in- the Herald-Tribune. 
He cited the handling of several 
-news stories relating to race 
incidents and with Gen. Edwin 
Walker in a Mississippi race in¬ 
cident Dr. Douglass charged 
that the newspaper earned 
stories relating to the murder 
of Medgar Evers but not about 
three incidents involving Negro 
attacks on white persons. 

He attacked a textbook on 
English literature, saying it is 
jive per cent literature, five per 
.cent subversion and 90 per cent 
■ trash. Dr. Douglass also leveled 
criticism at the Sarasota Li- 
,brary_ for not having the anti- 
' communist publications he be- 
iio w e a i t* should have, airi-war 
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Glenn M. Pratt, chairman of 
the Sarasota County Library 
Advisory - Committee, charged 
Friday that Dn_ William Doug¬ 
lass^ unjustly crilicueJ 'the li- 


have contributed generously to 
material on anti-communism. 

“I am thoroughly aware of 
the shortcomings of the public 
library in many categories/’ 
said Pratt, “but in compari¬ 
son with its resources in other 
subjects, anti-communism is 
adequately covered by 115 vol¬ 
umes, plus booklets. 

“On the library’s shelves, 
where anyone who chooses may 
readily find them, are volumes 
on the subject selected and do¬ 
nated by the organizations 
named, as well as additional 
volumes contributed by individ¬ 
uals and purchased by the li¬ 
brary itself. 

“Fairness and honesty are 1 
also American principles. If 
there are shortcomings in the 
library on any subject, the inter¬ 
ests of the community will be 
better served by discussing it 
with the librarian and then 
helping the library, either by 
donating the needed books or 
t providing the cash for the pur¬ 
chase of them. 

“The persons who have been 
trying for more than five years 
to bring better library service 
to our community would be 
greatly encouraged if construc¬ 
tive criticism became a per¬ 
sonal effort to improve library 
resources rather thpL-^eery 


brary in a speech before a civic 
dub last week. 

la the speech Dr. Douglass, 
who has the Let Freedom 
King telephone messages, cri¬ 
ticized the Sarasota Herald- 
Tribune, a junior high school 
textbook and the library. He 
complained that he couldn’t 
} find a copy of “The Politi¬ 
cian.” He said two copies had 
been donated to the library. 
He also commented on the Li¬ 
brary Journal, saying it Is a 
guide to librarians in select¬ 
ing books, but that it praises 
some communistic books and 
criticizes some anti-commu¬ 
nist literary works. 

Lewis Van Wezel, chairman 
of the American Legion’s Amer¬ 
icanism Committee, said Friday 
that Dr, Douglass was not 
speaking for the Americanism 
committee in “any wa& shape 
or form/ 1 

He further stated that Dr. 
Douglass no longer is a mem¬ 
ber of the Americanism Com¬ 
mittee. Van Wezel said Dr. 
Douglass was a member of the 
committee “until recently.” 

Pratt charged that Dr. Doug¬ 
lass not only “unjustly criticized . 
the library, but ignored the con¬ 
tributions of the American Le¬ 
gion, the Retired Officers’ Club 
sn(j thfr Sarasota Friends jf the^ 
Pratt said alFgroupst 
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A Sarasota-based right wing group, under - “ m _ ~ 

attack today by Sen. Jacob K. Javits of 1962~and > 1963 but only because tBe Berlin 

New York, told The Sun this morning it is crisisfarced a freeze on all resignations 

interested m expanding its operation to ^^inflgmost of 19G2. 
tite Ceanvater area. —"**' The house-to-house search for arms, Ja- 

The sroup, known as “Eef Freedom vits said - apparenUy originated with a 

?!in~” researches and pre pares ' inlumia-- B™ U P knou-n as «“ Mmutemen, a super- 

iion'73f tape recorded messages and has secret group specializing in guerrilla war- 

severely criticized former President Dwight . ‘ a ™J ra ' nu,g - and **» Defense Department 
11. Eisenhower. the late President John F. . calied 11,6 charge absurd. « .V 
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Douglas countered Javits* charges saying, 
“We do not try to cast suspicion ... we 
try to bring out the truth and put the 
facts before the American people. 

“Javits calls anyone fighting the Com¬ 
munists the radical right,*' stated Douglas. 

“We are presently established with re¬ 
corded telephone messages in Florida, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania. Col¬ 
orado, California, Georgia and Massa¬ 
chusetts/* Douglas said. 

“We are rapidly expanding — a tape- 
service is scheduled for Washington, D.C. 
in the near future — and we are very 
interested in bringing our service to the 
Clearwater area/* 

General Telephone offices in this city said 
no applications have yet been received from 
the group. 

In Sarasota, General Telephone Division 
Manager William Lathrup commented, 
“Since installing the service we have had 

snoradic opposition. People usually ask us 


Dr. William C, Douglas, who organized 
the gr-np for national work two years ago, 

* said in Sarasota this morning, “We try 
to present the news not covered adequately 
by ti;e American press. 

“I do all the research for our docu¬ 
mented tapes and stick to the truth. We 
have not been involved in libel suits al¬ 
though wc have been under attack in print 
by liberals who are not so liberal when 
morn than one side of a story is being told/* 

Javits, in a Senate speech today urged 
(“Americans to join in a counterattack 
mgsinst right wing'as well^ as left winv 

groups which spread hate, fear and ir- 

* responsibility/* 

The liberal New York Republican charged 
that a “radical right group in Sarasota is 
spreading suspicion, hate, and invective 
in six states through a series of telephone 
messages/* 

Ue^aenlified thc'group as “Let Freedom 
_R:r,g,j /and said his staff was researching 
Th matter after constituents called his 
office wi:h reports that someone was mak-’ 
ing taped messages which claimed he (Ja* 
v;is> had a “100 per cent pro-Communist, 
America- last voting record *Y, , . */ 

'tf. v XK fAr- * -V*" ^ VJ 
- ;f ir.t iudv .n his talk an account of 
v-r—h contended U.S. military 
are becoming demoralized and of- 
filer resignations doubled in 1963 com¬ 
pared with 1SG2. 

The same tape also claimed that a plan 
wns being developed at the University of 
Michigan to disarm all Americans of every 
'weapon by the end of 1965 in house-to- 
house searches by the Army. / 

Javits said the Pentagon’s analysis of 
that tape “makes * it clear how propa¬ 
gandists . . . make full use of half-truths 
as well as outright falsehoods to give ttieir 
message the appearance of credulity/^/ 
Resignations of regular military tfuicers, 
he said^dMJngrease 100 per cent between^ 
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“WUfrTTKr-rrtsidcnt’s ailing heart,” the 
message said, Humphrey may be Presi* 
dent sooner than you think,” 

The message attacked Humphrey’s as¬ 
sociation as chairman of the Americans 
for Democratic Action, labeling the group 
a Communist-front and saying Humphrey 
is in constant contact with known Red 
sympathizers. ' , 

^ The message ends with the note that for 
51 a copy of the talk can be purchased by 
writing to "Humphrey Disaster” in Sara¬ 
sota. 
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Taped phone-messages en-i 
titled “Let Freedom Ring" are! 
under attack by the Anti-Def-! 
amation league o: B’nai B'rith, 
which charges they are ex- 
tremely right wing. 

The charges were filed yes¬ 
terday by the league with the 
Federal Communications com¬ 
mission. The complaint asks 
that phone companies thruout 
the nation be required to halt 
1 “abuse or fraudulent use* of the 
service/' - | 

The:;e messages, the league 
said, ^are available in*many 
cities, including Chicago, to 
anyone who dials certain num¬ 
bers. The league’s complaint 
charges that the messages i 
paint “lurid descriptions of a! 
'communist conspiracy* alleged-' 
ly lurking behind civil rights, 
the United Kations, the Su¬ 
preme court, the last three 
Presidents of the United States, 
the state department, the 
press . . . /* and others.. 

The league said scripts for 
the ^recordings are provid ed by 
Dr.[William C. Douglass,!39, a 
Sarasota, Fla., physician, iden¬ 
tified by the league as a mem¬ 
ber of the John Birch society. 
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general and the U.S. attorney s 
t office here, to determine 
! whether 'any laws are being 1 
[ violated locally* The “racial* 

| message led to the Inquiry. 

Each message usually con¬ 
centrates on one subject, with 
a closing appeal to send 25 
cents to either a local or a 
Florida postaLbox number for 
literature on the topic. 

This week’s Chicago me$- 
sage, for example, declares: 

: “The Peace Corps, long a $a- 
* cred cow of the administration, 
has become a taxpayer - fi¬ 
nanced, anti-Anteriedn, brain- 
j washing operation for Amert- 
. ca’s. youth. One gets the un¬ 
easy* feeling , that some hing 
akin Mo the Hitler Youth 
Movement, with a Communist 
twist, has been born in Amer- 
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protected speech, the ADL pe 


By Burnell Heinecke 

A tapc-recordcd telephone 
message operation, which lo¬ 
cally this week is labeling the 
Peace Corps as “subversive ” 
led the Anti - Defamation 
League to file a protest with 
the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

The federal regulatory body 
was asked to initiate proceed¬ 
ings requiring telephone com¬ 
panies to curb “flagrant abuses 
of their recorded message' 
service" such as those listed 
against “Let Freedom Ring 
Inc. of Sarasota, Fla." 

The ADL took the action! 
just a few days after issuing a j 
special four-page “Facts" edi¬ 
tion for August devoted exclu¬ 
sively to the “Let Freedom 
Ring" operation aeross^the na¬ 
tion. 

Linked To Birch Sbcicty 

The report links the LFR 
tcjephonc-rccording setup to 
the John Birch Societyl both 
in* Chicago and elsewhere, and 
tags it as “a new voice'of the 
radical right in America 
(which) whispers in an area 
where so many shout raucous¬ 
ly-" 

The petition to the FCC de¬ 
clares the anonymous record¬ 
ings make “abusive and ex¬ 
tremist attacks and libels on 
individuals and institutions.* 1 

Obscene, fraudulent find li¬ 
beled* statements are net with¬ 
in the area"of constitutionally 


ica and is spawning its poison 
here and abroad." 

It was the April message on 
former j President Dwight- D. 
Eisenhower which called him 
“an ersatz conservative with a 
pro - Communist record" and 
“one of the greatest phonies 
ever put over on the American 
people" which first brought the 
Let Freedom Ring telephone 
setup To public attention here. 

The messages come from 
tapes l.uppiicd by LFR’a cre¬ 
ator, 'for. William Campbell 
Douglass, a Sarasota physician 
listed by the Anti-Defamation 
League as a John Birch mem¬ 
ber. In his literature,. Dr. 
Douglass says his is "a non¬ 
profit corporation established 
to disseminate anti-Communist, 
anti - Socialist, pro-American 
broadcasts via a telephone 
tape'recording. Your 'custom¬ 
er 1 dais a number and gets 
two minutes of anti-Corrfmu- 
nist dynamite.” 

Bui ADL said in bothj its 
report and its FCC petition 
that the scripts consist of 
“lurid visions of a 'Communist 
conspiracy* lurking behind civil 


■ once the otuciais ot me pnui« 
company are informed of li H 

I bclous "content of a message, 
the company should be abb 
to deny use of its facilities fci 
such messages. 

- Similar Setups J 
The Chicago operation has 
been under careful watch of 
Illinois Bell Telephone Co. of- 
J ficials since its inception earlier 
this year. Similar phone set¬ 
ups are operating in Ham¬ 
mond, Calumet City andi 
Downscale Decatur and Dan¬ 
ville, according to the Chica¬ 
go office of the Anti-Defama¬ 
tion League of B’nai B’rith. 

The Hammond phone this 
week was busily repeating the 
message which “ran" in Chi- 

B cago the week of Aug. 26 — 
on the subject of “The Negro 
In Washington, it 
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Revolution, 
was reported that the same 
message was “held over" for 
three weeks in Baltimore when 
it ran right after the Los An¬ 
geles not*. * t ‘ 
The Mayor's Commission on 
Humai] Relations has akked the 
corporation counsel’s office, as 
well as the Illinois attorney 


rights, the United Ngtjnns. the, 
Supreme Court, the last three 
U.S. Presidents, the State Dc-^ 
partment, the press, the Nation*, 
at Council of Churches, the 
American Civil Liberties Un¬ 
ion, the Anti - Defamation 
League, and so on 
; Often cited as sources for 
various bits of information used 
| in the scripts are Kent Court¬ 
ney, publisher of the Inde¬ 
pendent American in New Or¬ 
leans; Fulton Lewis Jr., the 
, rad o commentator; organs? of 
1 the John Birch Society and ‘.the | 
mote excited bulletins and 
tracts of the far-out fringe,"! 

“Let Freedom Ring services 
the radical right, from its iso¬ 
lated ax-grinders to its largest 
national membership organi¬ 
zation, with a weekly propa¬ 
ganda scare available around 
! the clock," the ADL reports. 

There is a heavy an*i-Ncgro 
content, it notes, with many 
“messages” over the last two 
years- devoted to “incitement 
to ‘aiti-Communist* arms ga- 
, theridg" with talcs of Negro 
revolutionary plots. 

In May, 1964, one broad¬ 
cast; warned "there is docu¬ 
mented proof that Ncgroesare 
bein^ armed for open revolu¬ 
tion 'this summer." 

After charging the National 
Council of Churches with 
"openly promoting bloodshed 
through armed revolution* by 
Negroes" and attacking gun- 
registration legislation as part 
of a Communist plot, the 1964 
message said, “We also urge 
- ■ our listeners to purchase a rifle 

: or a pistol for home defense, 

i j We are not—we repeat—we 
: ! arc not promoting insurrection 

as do;s the National Council 
of Churches, We are merely 
urging you to exercise your 
■ constitutional and God-grlen 
right to protect yourself." 


This week in the Hammond- 
Gary area, the recorded -voice 
talks'*"mSfe”of Negro revolu¬ 
tion and adds a footnote about 
a forthcoming appearance in 
Gary of a supposed former 
undercover agent who will dis¬ 
cuss "the terror problem," 

In his promotional literature, 
Douglass “sets a lofty image. 

. . . 4 We want to keep it on a 
high level—out of the hands 
of racists for example/” the 
ADL report observes. 

His broadcasts, however, the 
ADL report declares, have 
amounted to "near hysteria" In 
response to the civil rights 
movement and have painted a 
“picture of civil anarchy etched 
in guo smok e." 
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- He isn Id three telephone 
lines Ate Yriiicii for $thO a 


Ij iXlrei nists 
Phone Attack 


( T Anli-Dcfamalipn-V 

League ^ 

?*!_■Messages 

Pittsburgh Is one of 30 dtlcs 
that Hie AntlTWama flon 
Lrngstr of IV nM IVr ltli chnrgccT 
yesterday fa bring ailbjccted 
to "Anonymous recorded tele¬ 
phone mess accs lor abusive 
and extremist Attacks and 
libels on Individuals iind In- 
stKullons,"-> * * / / 

ArnftM Fonder, g e n e r a l 
ecu ns r 1 1 oil ffc ion £tfe, tnade 


(Indteato page, nam« of 
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ri""'"" v,-'• ” ’ - 

iwwr raffTenv n s charged by 

mtTTVhti-Pei^fnnllon Len^ue. 
Dr. Provan said hr ^ him- 


ncU n member ot the John 
Birch Society. ' 


lie said lie had no cnmmrnt 

on the league charges. The 
league asked the FCC to re¬ 
quire telephone companies to 
disclose the sponsors, make 
aim II able copier, of seripls, es¬ 
tablish the telephone comfcnn- 
Irk* civil liability In the ctrnt 
oj libel alitTIff refuse ihcs- 
anges that are dcJamAlorf, 
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Uill Mon 
Whnf: 


' jr. an " a^ Wlwunir i nn r 
Nobel certified peace lover.” 

. The message here Is spon- 
sore! by a "Let Freedom- 


Ring” irgMilxatlon stnrlerLby 
Dr. ' Charles A.*. lhovatuP a 


[ion, of 4zT~ VV. .'Leant 
Duqwcsne.: Dr. Frovan 


frtnflicQilont O 

• rt* 

ff.llUna Off|co: 

J - / Pittsburgh 

| pnlng IfiTeitldfllnd ' 


Avcv Duqncsne. : Dr. Provan 
si»tfl he and four others arc 
Mie only hMmhcn *nd that 


ht»- 


py^CHtOj/ 

u%uKg: 


ic tnraMcil Jjypnld for It 
nntrlhutlons from person 
rho buy booklets and pampl 
Is advertised ort the messagl 


Si—pinsiabftGH 
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Messages' 


By MILLER DAVIS • 1 -'‘; 
afgijV^;*. HtraM srafi WrOir ? 

- A South Dade* telephone 
'liumbcr that offers unfavora-V 
'hie opinions about the.Peace ■ 
f Corps j and the S ta te Depart- z 
* ment Is a link in a national ] 
network of -ultra-right con- 
servalives, the FIJI disclosed V 
Sunday, l *: . t 

J The same message in the 
same measured lone/ calm 
and slightly n^sal, could be T 
dialed this 'wclc in Miami,rv 
EaUimorc, Denver and Los ' 
Angeles. 

Jtcgrnning willt, ‘‘This Ls 
Let Freedom Ring,” the 
tap<*il message launches iiu- 
ntnlfctlrty Into the theme, j- 
**Thc Trace Corps Tragedy/’ I 

"One gels the uneasy fed- j 
^ mg," the carefully modulated n 
male voice goes on, '’that the f 
Peace Corps is something r 
akin to the Hitler Youth J , 
Movement with a Commu- 11 
nist twist It is a taxpayer- 5 
financed, anti-American, 
bra in-washing operation for 
American youth." 

Pause; '* *. 

"Peace Corpsmen arc cn- ' 
gaged in open treason in the 
Dominican Republic, aiding ; 
the rebel Communists who i 
are killing U.S. Marines. - 

"Yet no one in the Peace . j 
Corps has been tried for trea- j * 
son, t and Sargent Shriver i i 
(corps director) has not 
been fired for incompe¬ 
tence" - , 

The recording charges Sy- > 
racuse University r In Kew j 
York with harboring a ^Icad-, 1 
er - of u African terrorists 1 - i 
group s",. Who is, ,?indoc- | 
trlnuting Peace Corps stif-. 
dents" there. /It identified *; 
him as Euardo ^lontalgne/vj l 
y ^ : - m **a-. J >' ] 

-tit .accuses' a 4 - Peace Cons t* x 

-J.J_ r. i( J Vi* ** * 


■ Robinson/ of "ten Commu- 
. nist-froht.^rafniiations," * and 
says .a Congressman asked 
‘ that'/Roblnson be removed' 
Shriver ‘/ignored” the demand,; 
the message says.* y *- ■ ' 
The/tape concludes with 
t h e / apparently irrelevant 
observation that "the State 
Department made very little 
effort to'hide its involve¬ 
ment in the Berkeley (Uni¬ 
versity of California) riots/* 

- The *"Lct Freedom Ring’* 
phone number in Dade Coun¬ 
ty appears from time to time 
in newspaper ads and pops 
up on bulletin boards, on 
;ome churches,* civic clubs* 
an occasional} 


and even in 
police station. 

An FBI ’ spokesman it 
Washington Sunday identi¬ 
fied the recordings ns ori 


£ mating In Omaha, wiih 
(wide distribution in major 
(cities. • _ 


■had nothing to do with the 
.rialbig. What possibly could 
they mean?" 

The occupants.of the home 
from where the "freedom", 
rics.^iges originate were hot 
■at home Sunda'y, and neigh¬ 
bors were unaware of Jhe 
voice in their block. ^ 


i Tim spokesman d^srrilnut 
the group sis "evlreiue right 
wing," adding that, "Wc*rn 
aware of what they 1 re 
doing." Ho did not nlalmrnlc. 



y^js 
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Sarasotan s ‘Freedom’Messages 

.......... —. ' 7?- 

Arpuse Ire of N&tionalPTA-'] 


and spiritual education.-' ——^ 
“"“Mrs." Moorhead said °ap-. 
parently this is 2 nationwide; J 
attack—a vicious anonymous I 
attack—on the PTA. ;/ 

“The extremists are out to / 
dominate the schools*" she! 
said. "The PTA is the first 

line of attack." • __J 

She said the message was 
being played in Chicago, De-" 
troit, Cleveland* Indianapolis,. 
Des Moines* Iowa; Montgom* ; 
ery* Ala., and other cities. It 4 
gives a Sarasota* Fla., post ' 

1 office box number for anti* * 
PTA literature in return for : 

25 cent contributions-’ • ■ - 

“Both the box number and 


“CHICAGO (UPD — Tnejxresi- 
dent of the National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers yes¬ 
terday protested against use 
of Bell Telephone System 
lines to air a recorded mes¬ 
sage that charged the PTA is 
Communist oriented. 

A telephone company 
spokesman replied that the 
'law -does not permit it to 
“pick and c hoose our custom* 
ers“ or to “set ourselves up as 


(Indicate page* name of 
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Mrs. Jennclle Moorhead, 
the PTA president, said the 
message, which was being 
played over telephone lines in 

. several - cities from unlisted 
numbers, was sponsored by l 
“radical right”. group called 
*Xei Freedom Ring.” _j 


the t elephone listing are ! 
anonymous so that our only I 
practicaI™recourse is to the ■; 
I ’ fair-minded executives who 
J* direct the operations of this.- 
Bell Telephone System,” Mrs.*. 
Moorhead said. ■ 

An earlier target of the 
messages was Sen. Jacob . 
Javits, K-X.Y., who denounced | 
the program on the floor of 


1 The Tampa Tribune 
—Tampa, Florida 


(“Let Freedom Ring^is'an 
automatic tclephone^rfcssage 
sponsored by a S^rSsota, Fla. 
group, beaded 
C, Douglass, 


_0 has said the' 

program is^ponsored in other 
cities by local groups who use 
the messages he prepares and 
records.! _ 

The PTA head made the 
protest in a letter* to Fred¬ 
erick R. Kappel, board chair¬ 
man of American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co., parent 
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* An AT&T spokesman in: 

. New York said the company. 

was "taking steps around the. 
country to make it possible to: 
provide the name of sponsors > 

of recorded announcements if *J 

* requested “ 

' The recorded messages 
"varied slightly in wording but; 

* charged that many PTA chap- \ 
ters "forbid" parents to ques- j 

; tion school administration af¬ 
fairs. „ i j 

» ,j_. *Tn other words, parents 
' are sheep to be shorn but they : 
are not to question the lords 
of the PTA hierarchy," the ■ 

* messages said. -. 

r- - 

•*.. “The PTA Is basically »; 
political lobby for left win* j 
educators who work closely | 

-__tCcnllnned on Pag e Ifi'iiw. tl ’i 


Titl* 


firm of Bell/ 

“I cannot imagine why the 
Bell Telephone System would 
become a party to slanderous 
attack on individuals or or* 
ganizations, attacks that are 
near libelous," .she wrote. 
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*The 12 million members or V 
the PTA nationally will bit- ‘j 
, terly resent the use being ■ - 
made of Bell Telephone's * 

. automatic announcement serv* 
lice to'attack an organization . 
ylhat has devoted Itself so 
effectively for 68 years to *e- -' 
-curing for every American ,. 
\ child the highest advantages t} 
yi^j lcal, mental,^sgglal^ 


SEARCHED. 

SCRfAUtfk 


mam. 
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‘Freedom 


WASHINGTON (JP) — Dr. 
Wflliam C. Douglass defended 
anonymous recorded T^pbone 
attacks on prominent Ameri¬ 
cans and said revealing names 
of local sponsors might sub¬ 
ject them to violence from 
what he called '‘left wing 
fanatics,** 7 " 

Douglass, a Sarasota, Fla., 
general -practitioner who Is 
chairman of the "Let Free¬ 
dom Ring" organization, ap¬ 
peared as a voluntary witness , 
before a Senate commerced 
subcommittee which Is con-1 
sidering two bills to requirJ 
that such messages identify 

the ' sponsors- 

iyS Douglass said he is a mem¬ 
ber of the - John Birch Society, 

* and he wore, a small lapel; pin 
Of Kent* Courtney's Conserva-J 
tive Society of America. He 
said he is’quite willing fotf 
, his own name to be carried li 
the messages, which ire avail 
able in 61 cities.:. J 

*T am the most unaanony¬ 
mous man .in .America”, he 
?aid, But he insisted to . dis¬ 
pose n ames and addresse s of 

local "station = managers” 
.would be “an Invasion of priv- 
Tacy. and^i^sbriction of liber- ( {[ 

ties," exposing them" -< to the 
vindictiveness of the Com-* ^ 
munist enemy and their ^ 
dupes.'" ■* . v- i hi 

"You are jeopardizing our , hl 
subscribers by inviting vio- ^ 
lence among the u n s t a b i e \ jj- 
among us," be told the sub- ♦ ^ 
committee; adding that reveal-.; - 
lug their names and addresses] ’ 
would expose them "to crack-; 

' pots In their area/ r aei 

-It's a matter of debate who 11 
T the crackpots might be," as- 1 - 
scried subcommittee Chair- Mi 
[ man John CL-Pastors, D-RX J® 
| -- Douglass, -called .the local • 

i f sponsors ^dedicated Ameri- , * 

f can patriots. .OiiLpeople jxe _J 
L courageous and determined to 
;-do^ Che * job the^news^media; or. 


! ' Dmiid ass said Forme r Presi- 
i dent Eisenhower “is one of 
; t^e. greatest phonies ever put 
; over on the United States," 


i m anr *taking care «of th e 
problem on tbe local level 
and that federal legislation is 
unnecessary. J, _ \ . 

A similar view was ex¬ 
pressed by spokesmen for the 
F ,e d e r a l Communications 
Commission and ' state utili- 
. ties commissions, pod by the 
Fair Campaign Practices Com- 
! mitte. 

However, appeals for the 
f subcommittee to press its 
legislation came from the 
1 ^ Anti-Defamation League of 
,* B'nal B'rith and tbe National 
Council of Churches of Christ 
These groups have filed com¬ 
plaints with the FCC against 
"Let Freedom King " ' r ; 


(Indicate paqe, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


and Chief Justice Earl War¬ 
ren is "very pro-Comm^ipist" 
Other ^targets have incLi id 
the Peace Corps and W 
Parent-Teachers Association. 


1 The Tampa Tribune 
Tampa f FIorId a 
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Is ‘Let Freedom Ring’ 

Heroics 

The: Political Prescriptions Of 
Florida’s Dr. William Douglass 
A Bitter Pill .for Uncle Sam 


By DON HUDSON 

All Florida Staff ' 


Dr. William C. Douglass in his office recording 
another "anti-communist" script for his Let Free¬ 
dom Ring telephone network. Some 70 cities get 
his weekly recorded message. 

or Hokum? 


Let Freedom Ring" began Oct. 21 , 1962 , when 
scores*of alarmed Sarasota residents dialed a local 
telephone number and heard the President of the 
United States denounced for treason. 
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"How long will the American people put up with 
treason in the White House itself? How long be¬ 
fore the American people demand the impeach¬ 
ment of John F. Kennedy?” 

The voice gave itself no identification other than 
"Let Freedom Ring-” The Sarasota County sher¬ 
iffs office reported a flood of protests; the FBI 
was said to be checking -into the recording; the 
Sarasota Herald-Tribune hinted that President 
Kennedy might have grounds for a libel suit. 

Because the number was non-published, the re¬ 
cording rapidly became e local mystery. General 
Telephone Co. in Sarasota said the number was lo¬ 
cated at 6916 Point of Rocks Road, a residence. 

Living at the address was Dr. William Campbell 
Douglass, a 36-year-old physician who had moved 
to Sarasota only months before upon retirement as 
a Navy flight surgeon. 

Dr. Douglass, however, said nothing — especially 
to the press. 

Finally, in mid-November he agreed to answer 
questions submitted in writing. 

The Herald-Tribune submitted five questions, 
two of them dealing with the sponsorship of the 
taped message. To both, the answer was: “Why 
should there be (any revelation of the message's 
sponsor?) The sponsors seek no personal public¬ 
ity.” 

That is how Let Freedom Ring began. Since 
then, the project—dubbed "Dial-A-Smear” by its 
enemies—has grown into a nationwide network of 
70 phones, each carrying the same weekly message. 

The tone of the messages—practically all written 
by Dr. Douglass—have not mellowed with the 
years, (Last January listeners were invited to send 
a dollar for literature! "if you want to know all 
about the Johnson administration's plan to help 
the Kremlin bury you.”) 

Screams of anger and rebuke from groups and 
persons attacked in the messages have brought na¬ 
tionwide notoriety to Dr. Douglass and—by as¬ 
sociation—to his town. 

"In his own little way that doctor has really put 
us on the map,” said a Sarasota native. "Years ago 
whenever I went up north, people would identify 
me as someone from the "circus town/ Now I'm in¬ 
troduced as being from the place where all those 
terrible telephone calls started.” 

Now 39, Dr. Douglass neither looks nor acts like 
the sort of person who would delight in slandering 
such organizations and the national Parent-Teach¬ 
ers Association or the National Council of 
Churches, 

Physically trim, a neat and tasteful dresser, he 
bears a striking resemblance to Playboy publisher 
Hugh Hefner/whose publication Douglass has at¬ 
tacked. The seemingly perfect image of a small 
town service club president, he is quick with a 



“let Freedom Ring” 

By crtisf Don Wright in the Mromi News 


friendly smile, witty in conversation, and sports 
the proverbial professional bedside manner. - 
However, change the subject of‘conversation to 
politics and Douglass* smile disappears. 

^ ^ • The "new math” taught in public schools is "a 
tragic plan to destroy the American intellect.” 

The Peace Corps is "an anti-American brain¬ 
washing operation for America's youth." 

A sinister plot is afoot to "disarm individual 
Americans through compulsory gun registration 
and then eventual seizure of all registered weap¬ 
ons,” in preparation for "race riots, strikes, sabo¬ 
tage and^other forms of communist-directed dis¬ 
order,” all of which will serve as “an excuse to—" 
.bring America under the heel of a U, N. military 
junta/* The result wilPbe the work of “traitors in 
the Johnson administration." 

■v " {cmtinutil} 





Heroics or Hokum?/(Continued) 

► t ’ i 

Let Freedom Ring is *on-profit corporation 
chartered in Florida. Each station outside Sarasota 
is held by someone who pays the doctor $24 a year 
and signs a contract agreeing to use at least 40 of 
his weekly messages in a year’s time. 

He encourages permit holders to write editorials 
on local topics, but insists they be sent to him for 
approval. "Most of the stations are run by very re¬ 
sponsible people/' he said, "but we can’t take any 
chances. I can't have any of them going off on 
some wild tangent/ 1 

The cost of operation is amazingly low—the 
nominal charge for a phone line plus about $30 per 
month rent for an "electronic secretary" to answer 
calls and play the recording. 

Ten Florida cities have Let Freedom King sta¬ 
tions* among them Kissimmee, Pensacola, Panama 
City, Tallahassee and Miami. 

Recently, in the wake of a congressional hearing* 
the Bell System said it would require Let Freedom 
Ring stations—and other organizations that broad¬ 
cast opinion through telephone recordings—to in¬ 
clude their addresses in the messages. 

Dr. Douglass considers the requirement “intimi¬ 
dation of the telephone companies by left-wing ex¬ 
tremists." . 

"These people of mine aren't seeking any public¬ 
ity," he explains, "They're just trying to help me 
get my messages across. 

"I can't see a thing wrong with being anony¬ 
mous. The Federalist Papers were published an¬ 
onymously. 

"What if a guy has a far left boss? He gets fired. 
Not everybody can be as independent as a physic¬ 
ian." 

Dr. Douglass—whose views on the value of per¬ 
sonal publicity seem to have changed completely 
since 1962—claims anyone wanting to know any¬ 
thing about Let Freedom Ring need only contact 
him. 

"I know the so-called liberals want to bother my 
station people. They want to shut them up be¬ 
cause the message is getting through. Well, if they 
want to know anything they call me, I T m here; I've 
always been here and everybody knows who I am, 

"A lot of people in Sarasota—the left-wing ele¬ 
ment here—have done their best to hurt me. I used 
to get anonymous phone calls all the time* threats 
stuck in my mailbox. My patients get calls telling 
them to change doctors. 

"There has been a constant smear campaign 
against me for three years. My auditor tells me I 
lose between $5,000 and $10,000 a year in medical 
income because of what I'm doing/’ 

Other people in Sarasota familiar with Let Free¬ 
dom Ring agree the program has hurt Dr. Doug¬ 
lass 1 medical practice, but not as the result of left- 
wing pressure. 


■ 1 

"People just don’t like to go to a controversial 
doctor, that's all/’ said a businessman. *It would be 
\ the same thing if he had been organizing Negro sit- 
ins." 

About Let Freedom Ring's effect on his family 
'■ -life, Dr. Douglass will say only that it causes "a 
good bit of tension." 

There was tension at the Douglass home, because 

-* the doctor on Dec. 21 filed for divorce against his 

wife after two children and nine years of marriage. 

A long-time observer of Sarasota business and 
politics sums up the town's opinion of the doctor 
like this: 

"There are a few who love him very much, a 
larger group who detest him, and an even larger 
group who think he’s a screwball and wish he’d go 
away," 

. "You’ll find most of the tourist people in the 
last group. This town lives on tourists and it hurts 
us when the papers and television keep repeating 
. 'Sarasota surgeon’ over and over again." 

A 19^4 graduate of Sarasota High School* Dr. 
Douglass served in the Navy from 1944 to 1946, 
then went to school for his bachelor of arts and 
medical degrees after the war. 

A second hitch in the Navy—this time as a flight 
surgeon—came to a bitter end over his political 
opinions in 1962. 

"I have a photostatic copy of my Navy fitness 
1 report in which pure Communist terms are used/’ 
he said. "It is like Russia where you have to have 
the right beliefs to get the right report. The report 
was so scurrilous the Navy Department thought it 
jjyyed me the right to reply. I did. I resigned," 
f Dr. Douglass dates his anti-communist convic- 
1 tions from his junior year at the University of^ 

J Rochester in New York. 

"The more I read,” he said, "the more convinced 
J I was that I had been shortchanged ideologically 
in college. 

"And I have been trying ever since 1948 to do 
my part to awaken the American people to the ter¬ 
rific hoax that has been put over on them prirnar- ■ 
tly through news suppression and suppression of 
good anti-communist and anti-socialist literature/* 
Dr. Douglass’ next effort to educate the country 
will be a novel “about the U. N. takeover of the 
United States as seen through the eyes of the 
President's personal physician."/{The physician in 
the novel, coincidentally, is an intensely patriotic 
doctor from Sarasota who tries to save the country 
almost single-handedly.) 

4 Tve gotten through 18 chapters so far, all of 
them short. The book is pointed at the boob tube 
people, the idiots who stick ia. front of their TV 
sets all the time and never think of anything/ - 
"The book’s got everything in it-blood, viol- 
„ f ence, murder, sex. I want to reach the mass 
/ market” , * 


V 




Dr. Douglass displays 
the banner he carries to 
anti-communist conven¬ 
tions all over the coun¬ 
try, seeking to recruit 
new stations for the Let 
Freedom Ring tele¬ 
phone network. 


\ 



• U.S. Naval Exhibit 

• Johnny Tillotson 

• Fuller Bros. 

• Battle of the Bands 

• Fireworks 

• Saddlin' Seminoles 

• Horse Show 

• Garden Show 

• Antique Car Show 

• Storybook Land 

• Junior Jump Toyver 

• Strates Midway 

• Aquarium Show 

• These ond other Free 

Shows all 12 days. 


DAYS & NITES 

(Closed Sun., Feb. 27) 


Ride the Free Bus 

Park downtown or under 1*4 Ex* 
pressway ond fake the free bus, 
11 o,m, - 11 p.m. to fairgrounds! 
... Regular downtown stops. 


EXPOSITION 

PARK 
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Is Sued In 
Death Case 


(fnaicate page, name a£ 
newspaper, city ana stc 


liam C. 'D a ilglass by Coy A. 
Prince whose son. Raymond C. 
Prince; died on Sept 24, 1964, 
as the result of an infection. 

Dr. Douglass, the suit states, 
had been retained by Prince, 
the father, to treat Ids son. 

The suit contends that Dr* 
Douglass was negligent in a 
number of ways in bis treat¬ 
ment of the youth, who had “in¬ 
jured his left buttock while div¬ 
ing into Phillippi Creek. 

"It states that the defendant’ 
“negligently failed to adminis- 1 
ter continuous and frequent at¬ 
tention to the deceased's condi* 
lion . * . failed to diligently re¬ 
spond to a telephone call from 
the deceased's mother notifying 
the defendant that the de¬ 
ceased's leg was 'swollen and: 
discolored .. * failed to prompt¬ 
ly hospitalize thfe' deceased .. . 
failed to drain the wound • . * 
failed to give gas gangrene an¬ 
titoxin . . . failed to give the 
deceased antibiotics . .. . and 
carelessly abandoned his pa¬ 
tient” 

The suit states that Prince, 
who lives at 2106 Olentary, em¬ 
ployed Dr. Douglass to treat his 
son on Sept'fi, 1964, and the 
boy died two days later. 

Judge Lynn Silvertooth will 
hear<hfe-ca££. 
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But Constitution Party Holds Support 
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By PETE SCHMIDT 
Tribune Staff Writer 
(Written far 
The Associated Tress) 

SABASOTA —The trader of 
Florida’s newest political or¬ 
ganisation, t h c Constitution 
Party, says it generally feels 
that republican Claude E. 

Kirk Jr. of Jacksonville "is 
ihe better of the candidates 
running" for governor* 

Dr. William C. Honda** 
said, however, that :np offi¬ 
cials rf the flrdgimr; Consti¬ 
tution Party of Florida are 
withholding puny support of 
any of ihc candidate* for gov¬ 
ernor 'his election year. 

Kirk, of Jarksorv ;‘ir. *w:v 

* ncr *' un,il f - ,r J ' rars rAii.litlatr's stand on-lke 

CniLrd States’ r u n t i n ti r d 
membership in the Vnilcd 
Nations. She war in Viet Nam 
and opposition to federal aid 
to education. 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.} 


Tampan l.arry Sid_cs, who 
is staTe mordinalor Tor iKc 
new movement, predicts a 
tremendous Increase in party 
registration after this crncral 
election and added, "Jn 1^68 
tve will have no problem 
fielding candidates and get¬ 
ting them elected/' 


Voit-ra, has already drawn up 
its own platform, uhich in¬ 
cludes planks calling for a 
lieutenant governor, annual 
sessions of ihc legislature, 
proper legislative apportion¬ 
ment. provisions for equit¬ 
able congressional rod ist rid¬ 
ing, county home rule and a 
department of natural re¬ 
sources. 


Sides also predicts a whole¬ 
sale "party switch” among 
some Democratic and Repub¬ 
lican conservatives now run¬ 
ning for public office once the 
election laws of the state are 
revised. 

• One plank of the third 
party’s platform calls for the 
elimination of party loyalty 
oalhs, elimination of the pro¬ 
hibition against changing 
party affiliations between the 
primary and general election 
and the rMuirement that one 
cannot be registered in a dif¬ 
ferent party two years before 
running for office.) 

Sides said the party is now 
organized in major counties 
with the exception of Orange 
County. 

Those areas viewed as the 
polcntial areas of strength 
for the new movement are 
Pensacola, Sarasota, Tampa, 
St. Petersburg, Palm Beach, 
the counties of Brevard, 
Alachua, Duval and Dade 
and "the northern tier o£ the 
state/* 


However, among top party 
officials at least, other ‘'im¬ 
portant issues" include a 


"We do not feel Kirk is as 
conservative as people 1b irk 
he is and any support from 
ihc Constitution Fvrty im¬ 
pends on his stand *^o what j 
we feel are the m? 11 is*vte';i 
in the campaign/* hi glass 
said. 


2b The Tacnoa Tribune 
Tampa, Florida 


With party members regi*- 
;errd in 30 of Florida’s fiT 
counties, the top officials on- 
visiim a role for the Consti¬ 
tution Party similar In that 
played by the Republican 
Parly in the 1850‘s when it 
became the sreond major 
party, displacing \hr Whigs. 

Dr. Douglass said; "Al¬ 
though it is absolutely impos¬ 
sible to know' our exact regis¬ 
tration, it should exceed 1.000 
statewide and- if we can get 
as many as 1.000 in large 
counties or even 100 in 
smaller counties, we can 
have the balance of power." 

"The balance of power," he 
explained, "is not necessarily 
the number of people regis¬ 
tered, but the quality and ac¬ 
tivity of those who belong— 
the activists, the doorbell 
ringers, tire influential mem¬ 
bers of a community/* 

Arguing that it is the activ¬ 
ists who can make or break 
any candidate, Dr. Douglass 
alio observed the Constitu¬ 
tion Party will "either drive 
the Republican Par fo to th f 


Dmi glass, a praer phv- 
sldan. notrd the rty did 
not officially enclf.-e a n y 
candidate* d u r I n ~ Ihe pri¬ 
ms ry rlections and it Is still 
doubtful as to the U will 
play in the general rlccli-m. 
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Gus Nelson, Sarasota, for¬ 
mer Republican stale repre¬ 
sentative who is now chair¬ 
man rf the third party’s po¬ 
litical education committer, 
called the Burns-1 lich race 
"e choice between a boil and 
a carbuncle/* ■ 

Nelson went on to say the 
Constitution Party would 
submit questionnaires to all 
state and county candidates 
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The officials of the party 
reflect some statewide rep¬ 
resentation* They are Dom-} 
lass, stale chairman, Sara- 


prior to the general election 
in November to determine 
their stands and whether 
they would receive the third 
party’s support* * j" 

The Constitution Party, 
l ess th an one year qJd^and 
boasting an es Uni a ted "1,000 
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'sSirrSffary Lee Humphrces, 
state rice chairman, Talla* 
hassct; Robert Mahon, *Ufe 
treasurer, Venice; Carol 
Barnhill. Manatee County, 
labor affairs; Marcos Pia* 
Lane, Miami, Latin affairs, 
Nelson and Sides. 

All of the top officials in 
the organization are ap- 
! pointed by Douglass who will 
' continue' this practice until 
the party has “a bn Hot posi- 
don." 

Dr Douglass indicated that 
at the present time he en¬ 
visions neither active support 
nor active opposition to state 
candidates this election year 
but did note that should the 
hopefuls sec eye to eye with 
the new party it will not dis¬ 
courage party members or 
sympathizers from working 
in the campaigns. 

The same philosophy, 
Douglass maintained, holds 
for county politics—be the 
"acceptable candidates" Re* 
publican, Democrat or inde¬ 
pendent. 

Commenting on Ibis year's 
elections. Sides claimed he 
hpd been asked hy one candi¬ 
date for Covcrnn r. three 
Hillsborouch County legisla¬ 
tive candidates, a potential 
candidate for Tampa mayor 
and one Hillsborough County 
commission contender for the 
support of the third party 
members and activists; He 
declined to name any of the 
political figures. 


He went on lo clajjy!_t haL> 
one school board candidate, 
in an unnamed county, has 
pledged "win, lose or draw" 
to switch to the Constitution 
Party. 

This, according In Sides, Is 
an indication of how the Con¬ 
stitution Party Is now and 
will continue "to use existing 
party machinery to gel our v 
supporters elected until we 

can get ballot position, D 

. v 

Douglass added the Repub-S 
lican Party has failed in Flor-i* 
ida by not giving a conserva- 
live image and "it will be 
the party that will die and. ' 
this will be a two party.,/ 
state—the Democrats and the’/ 
Constitutionists." 

Sides went on to say the, > 
Constitution Party movement . ! 
is drawing from the ranks of 
the conservative Democrats' 
as well and claimed the par-" 
ly’s financial solvency can he 
most directly attributed lo_ 
donations from disgruntled 
Democrats. 

He noted also that “the 
people who are contributing 
to the party, by the way, are 
not registered as Constitu¬ 
tionists, but will switch when 
wc can get on the ballot." 

Douglass predicted there 
would be more than 500,000 
members of the Constitution 
Party of Florida by 1972 and 
the Republican Party would 
be the third party splinter. 
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j Favors Kirk , But 


V SARASOTA W - The leader 
of Florida's newest political or¬ 
ganization* the Constitution 
Party* says it generally feels 
that Republican Claude R/Kirk 

- Jr., of Jacksonville "is the bet* 

* k :cr of the candidates running" 

* for governor* _ • 

' i Dr. William C. Douglass said* 
1 however, that top officials of the 
Jcdgling Constitution Party of 
riorida are withholding party 
support of any of the candidates 
f ior governor this election year. 
Kirk* of Jacksonville, was a 

- Democrat until four years ago. 

“We do not feel Kirk Is as 
^conservative as people think he 
is and any support from the 
Constitution Party depends on 
. his stand' on what we feel are 
the major Issues In the cam- 
} paign," Douglass said. 

j‘ DOUGLASS, a practicing 
i physician, noted the party did 
not officially endorse any candi¬ 
dates during the primaiy elec¬ 
tions and it is still (KmUfd as to 
the role jt will play in the gen¬ 
eral election. 

, Gus Nelson, Sarasota, former 
Republican state representative 
; who is now chairman of the 
j third party’s political education 
/ committee, called the Burns* 
J 1 High race "a choice between a 
f boil and a carbuncle." 

> Nelson went on to say the 

* Constitution Party would suhmit 

- questionnaires to all state and 
\ county candidates prior to the 

general election in November to 

* determine their standa and 
l whether they would receive the 
; third party’s support ’ 

- | The Constitution Party, less 
; than one year old and boasting 
Han estimated 1,000 voters,\has 


- 

already drawn up Its own plat¬ 
form, which Includes planks 
calling for a lieutenant gover¬ 
nor, annual sessions of the Leg¬ 
islature, proper legislative ap¬ 
portionment, provisions for eq¬ 
uitable congressional redistrict¬ 
ing, county home rule and a de¬ 
partment of natural resources. 

IIOWEVER, among top party 
officials at least other "impor¬ 
tant issues” include a candi¬ 
date's stand on the United 
States 1 continued membership 
in the United Nations, the war 
in Viet Nam and opposition to 
federal aid to education. 

With party members reg"is- T 
tered in 30 of Florida's 67 coun¬ 
ties, the top officials envision a 
role for the Constitution Party 
similar to that played by the 
Republican Party in the 1850s 
when it became the second J 
major party, displacing the 
Whigs. 

Dr. Douglass said, "Although 
it Is absolutely impossible to' 
know our exact registration, it 
should exceed 1,000 statewide 
and if we can get as many as 
1,000 In large counties or even 
100 is smaDer counties* we can 
have the balance of power." 

"The balance of power," he 
explained, "is not necessarily 
the number of people regis¬ 
tered, but the quality and activi¬ 
ty of those who belong — the 
activists, the doorbell ringers, 
the Influential members of a 
community.” 

ARGUING that It Is the activ¬ 
ists who can make or break,any 
candidate, Dr. Douglass also ob¬ 
served the Constitution Party 
will ^either drive tfee-Repu&li- 
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WILLIAM C. DOUGLASS 

- . . fledgling parly leader. 

■ can Party to the right or out of 
existence." 

Tampan Larry Sides, who is 
stale coordinator for the new 
movement, predicts a tremen¬ 
dous increase in party registra¬ 
tion after this general election 
and added, "in 196S we wiH 
have no problem fielding candi 
dates and getting them elect 
ed.” ’ 

Sides also predicts a whole¬ 
sale "party switch" among 
some Democratic and Republi¬ 
can conservatives now running 
for public office once the elec¬ 
tion laws of the state are re¬ 
vised. 

(One plank of the third par¬ 
ty’s platform calls.for the elimi¬ 
nation of party loyalty oaths, 
elimination of .the prohibition 
against changing party affilia¬ 
tions between the primary and 
general election and the re¬ 
quirement that one cannot be 
registered In a different party 
two years before running for of¬ 
fice.) C - .. ... - a 

The state coordinator said the! 


(Indicate page, name of 
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Douglass Says Constitution Party 
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party” Is^fiow organized in 30 
counties in the state, including 
' most major counties with the 
.exception of Orange County. 

THOSE AREAS viewed as the 
potential areas of strength for 
the new movement are Pensa¬ 
cola, Sarasota, Tampa, St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Palm Beach, the 
counties of Brevard, Alachua, 
Duval and Dade and “the north¬ 
ern tier of the state." 


potential candidate for Tampa i party, by the way, are not reg- 
mayor and one Hillsborough istered as Constitutiomsts, but 


one 

County Commission contender 
for the support of the third 
party members and activists. 
He declined to name any of the 
political figures. 

He went on to claim that one 
school board candidate, in an 
unnamed county, has pledged 
“win, lose or draw" to switch to 
the Constitution Party, 


will switch when we can get on 
the ballot" 

Douglass predicted there 


would he more Titan 503,000 
members of the Constitution 
Party of Florida by 1972 and the 
Republican Party would be the 
third party splinter* •=__- 


The officials of the party re¬ 
flect some statewide representa¬ 
tion. They are Douglass, state 
chairman, Sarasota; Mary Lee 
Humphrees, state vice chair : 
man, Tallahassee; Robert] 
Mahon, state treasurer, Venice; 
Carol Barnhill, Manatee County, 
labor affairs; Marcos Diaz 
Lanz, Miami, Latin affairs, Nel- 
'son and Sides, 

! All of the top officials in the 
organization are appointed by 
Douglass who will continue this 
practice until the party has a 
ballot position," 

Dr. Douglass indicated that at 
the present time he envisions 
neither active support nor ac¬ 
tive opposition to state candi¬ 
dates this electron year but did 
note that should the hopefuls 
see eye to eye with the new 
party it will not discourage 
party members or sympathizers 
from working in the campaigns. 


This, according to Sides, is an 
indication of how the Constitu¬ 
tion Party is now and will con¬ 
tinue “to use existing party ma¬ 
chinery to get our supporters 
elected until we can get ballot 
position." 

Douglass added the Republi¬ 
can Party has failed in Florida 
by not giving" a" conservative 
image and “it will be the party 
that will die and this will be a 
two party state — the Demo¬ 
crats and the Constitutiomsts." 

SIDES WENT ON to say the 
constitution movement is draw¬ 
ing from the ranks of the con¬ 
servative Democrats as well 
and claimed the party's finan¬ 
cial solvency can be most di¬ 
rectly attributed to donations 
from disgruntled Democrats, 

He noted also that “the people, 
who are contributing to the 


THE SAME philosophy, Doug¬ 
lass maintained, holds for coun¬ 
ty politics — be the "acceptable 
candidates 11 Republican, Demo¬ 
crat or Independent. 

Commenting on this year’s 
elections, Sides claimed he had 
been asked by one candidate for 
e governor*, three Hillsborough 
- [Countylegislative candidafSTa' 


\ * 
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k frout the j extremism oilmen fe 
in our txmnnmiity,” ~ 

L. L. PARKER, chairman of 
the Sarasota County Comm is* 
sion said, "As far as being a 


7* pt™y college I kaT^nQt, 
r l felt this to be a city of hate. It 

I is a city of support and under¬ 
standing. I think a creative col* 
i lege has just as much a chance 
I of surviving here as anywhere 
else. To say this is a city of 
j ! hate is pretty silly." 

I Sarasota School Supt Thomas 
Guilford said, "As far as I 
know, Sarasota is a wonderful 
place to live. There’s no prob¬ 
lem at all." 

Dr. Douglass could not be 
reached for comment last night! 

1 /Philip H. Hiss,, who was a 
member of the Sarasota School 
Board, and also Served as a 
trustee of New College, had this 
to say: 

"I THINK there is truth inthe 
'hate' statement, if applied to a 
very fe\V people. Certainly there 
are a number of small groups in 
Sarasota that could be de¬ 
scribed this way. It’s awfully; 
unfortunate the more moderate 
and intelligent residents of Sar- 
^ota have been so tolerant of 


Protest:;*: 
‘Hate’ Label 


*ctty of hate* Is concerned, Sara-j 
sota is probably the friendliest 
city in Florida. As far as NBC, 
.is concerned, I don't feel that] 
jthe program has any authentici¬ 
ty. These statements, I am cer¬ 
tain have come-from outside 
sources, not from within the 
county." ‘ ' : 7 

Sarasota City Councilman 
William Montgomery described, 
the "hate" statement as the 
"most erroneous ever made. 
It’s deplorable and untruthful. 
If anyone doesn't like'the Con¬ 
stitution Party (one of the par¬ 
ty’s founders is Dr. Douglass) 
that's all right, but it’s not fair 
to label the entire community." 

Montgomery said the "city of 
hate" Issue had come up before 
and "lawyers representing our 
city feel there, is some ground 
for action, “ 


: SARASOTA — A statement 
that Sarasota was a "dty of 
bate" made on NBC television 
show drew sharp denials here 
last evening. ■: - -- *- ■ - 

■ The controversy was stirred 
by an NBC news special, "Poli¬ 
tics* — The Outer Fringe,’* 
which was heard in ’this\ area 
over Channel 8. It was designed 
to show political shadings both' 
right and left of center. 

; Mrs. J. F. McCall, FTA Dist. 
9 officer, said portions -of the 
NBC special were filmed during 
a special meeting conducted by 
the Sarasota PTA several 
months ago. The meeting, Mrs. 
McCall said, was held to air the 
problems of extremism in the 
schools. * % v , 

1 ROBERT RETRY, an Orlando 
attorney who appeared on the 
NBC program, was one of the 
speakers at the Sarasota PTA 
meeting. Mrs. McCall said 
Petry called Sarasota "a city of 
hate in the eyes of some peo¬ 
ple." 

: Mrs. McCall said, "I feel a lot 
of people must feel that way be¬ 
cause of 'Let Freedom Ring.* 
("Let Freedom Ring" is a tele¬ 
phone movement originated by 
Dr. William C. Douglass of Sar¬ 
asota which espouses a right 
!wing philosophy). This thing 
,has been going on a long .time/* 
she said. ‘There is a feeling of 
hat$ and danger of extremism, 
and, - it wasn't started* by the 
^PTA. We (the PTA) final ly, real * 
ited some thing had to Tie donl, 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, oily ana ste 


■He added that "it 
most likely will hurt business in 
the community. 1 *, 

DR, JOHN ELMENDORF, 
president-of New College in Sar* i 
asota, - said, ' "I'm perfectly 
aware of the rastence of ‘Let 
Freedom Ring’ and the exis* 
tence _of an arduright group, 
nut as director of a net ^nd 


%iese people, who do spew oui 
hate. ; 

"In my own personal case,! 
after eight years on the School 
Board and four years, as a 
trustee of New College, and 
being attacked by a number of 
hate groups, and not getting 
very strong support from the 
community as a whole, I came 
to feel the good people here are 
not interested enough to stand 
up and fight the small minority 
That is destroying it ‘ 

[ "I DO SINCERELY think 
Ithey are destroying it (the com- 
jtnunity). The hate groups, no 
'matter ho\y small, scare most 
Of the people .into silence. They 1 
are afraid they themselves will 
be smeared^ I don’t think this is 
the way to be a good .communi¬ 
ty. I ■ think these groups could 
easily have' been driven out of 
Sarasota If the people had been 
willing to stand up and fight 
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and Ellis Rubin, GOP nom r r Republicans running in 

for governor and attorney ge and Osceola counties; 

eral, but hasn't been able to. “ urd Padgett, Republican 
termine their positions on S' iidate for the Orange Coun- 

‘'important issues." He sail , Commission, Deeb and Mrs, 
their positions become de&i ^‘*zzle. \V 

the party "might take a nv r )eeb is opposing Democrat 

active roll in supporting th. *\ leigh Green for the District 

candidacy. J State Senate seat in Pinellas. 

Others endorsed were U.S. „ :umbent Mrs. Grizzle is pit- 
Rep, James A. Haley, a Saraso-' I against Democrat George 
ta Democrat; State Rep. George . orris in the Group Two House 

B. Stallings Jr. of Jacksonville; race^ ^ _^ 

former State House Speaker '" ‘ ^ ^ 

E. C. Rowell of Sumter County; 

Dr. Thomas R, Springer,-Re¬ 
publican, Dist 3 candidate for 
the, Manatee County School 
Board; State House candidates v 
John L. Ducker and Stewart 


Times Bureau 


BRADENTON —/The ultra- 1 
conservative Constitution Party 
of Florida has endorsed Pindlasi 
Republicans Dick Deeb and 
Mary Grizzle for the Legisla¬ 
ture. , 

The two Pinellans were 
among nine Florida candidates 
endorsed. 

The endorsements were an¬ 
nounced yesterday by Dr. Wil¬ 
liam C Douglass,, the' party’s 
Taurida chairman, a John Birch 
Society. leader and founder of 
the controversial “I^et Fr eedom 
Ring", telephone messages. 
“TJougiass said pie party con¬ 
sidered endorsing Claude Kirk 


10/14/66 


Edition 


Editor; 


Title: 


ClaasiflcatloA: 

SubaUmnq <B 0^fice; 

Investigated 






. , , +. . it j 


■, b { 


J ii"V* 7* 16*63J 


iarasorans 


Protest 
late 


I 


Labe/ 


SAIIWIA - A statement 
va- i : ;rn;c vrr.s a “city of 
ma/c on NBC television 
-,;r,v drew- sharp denials here 
kv;: evening. 

The controversy was stirred 
by an NEC news special, "Poli¬ 
ces — The Outer Fringe, 1 
which was heard in this v area 
over Channel 3. It was designed 
to show political shadings botli 
r.-r: ar.d left of center, 

Mrs. J. P. McCall PTA Dist 
2 officer, said portions of the 
NBC special were filmed during 
a special meeting conducted by 
C'.e Sarasota PTA several 
months apr. The meeting, Mrs, 
McCall said, was held to air the 
problems of extremism in the 
schcofs. 

ROBERT RETRY, an Orlando 
a::;racy who appeared on the 
\~C program. was one of the 
sro'kers r.t the Sarasota PTA 
r. n cing, Mrs. McCall said 
F- :rv called Sarasota "a city of 
hue in the eyes of some peo- 
*>*■ 

* Mrs. McCall snid, *T feel a lot 
c; people must feel that way be¬ 
cause of "Let Freedom Ring. 1 
./•Let Freedom Ring” is a tele- 
rhcr.c movement originated by 
Dr. William C. Douglass of Sar¬ 
asota which espouses a right 
wing philosophy). This thing 
h^s been going on a long .time/’ 
she said. "There is a feeling of) 
hata and danger of extremism, 
and, it wasn’t slarted'by the 
JjTAQVe (the PTA) fir^U^real- 
izea something had to fee don§| 


a 
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about the, extremism *Ietnjntj^ 
in our community*." 

L. L, PARKER, chairman of. 
the Sarasota County Commb-I 
sion said, "As far as being aj 
‘city of hate" is concerned, Sara-i 
sofa is probably the friendliest 
| city in Florida. As far as N3C, 
is concerned, I don't feci that; 
.the program has any authentici¬ 
ty. These statements, I am ccr-j 
tain have come ‘from outside 
sources, not from within the 
county/* 

Sarasota City Councilman 
William Montgomery described 
the "hate" statement as the 
"most erroneous ever made. 
It's deplorable and untruthful. 

If anyone doesn’t like the Com 
stitutidn Party (one of the par¬ 
ty's founders is Dr. Douglass) 
that’s all right, but it's not fair 
to label the entire community." 

Montgomery said the "city of 
hate" issue had come up before 
and "lawyers representing our 
city feel there y is some ground 
for action/* -He added that "it 
most likely will hurt business in 
the community/V 

DR. JOHN ELMENDQRF, 
president of New College in Sar¬ 
asota, * said, Tm perfectly 
aware of the existence of 'Let 
Freedom Ring* and the exis- 
tenceof an ardmght group. 
Hut as' director of a ne^^sd-era 


ipnr'tmrTxitA college I 
‘feit this to be a city of hate. It 
is a city of support and under¬ 
standing. I think a creative col¬ 
lege has just as much a chance 
jof surviving here as anywhere 
else. To say this b a city of 
hate is pretty silly." 
i Sarasota School Supt. Thomas 
! Guilford said, "As far as I 
| know, Sarasota is a wonderful j 
! place to live. There’s no prob¬ 
lem at all" 

l Dr. Douglass could not be 
1 reached for comment last night! 

; Philip H. Hiss,, who was a 
member of the Sarasota School 
Board, and also served as a 
trustee of New College, had this 
to say: 

"I THINK there is truth in the 
'hate* statement, if applied to a 
very feiV people. Certainly there 
are a number of small groups in 
Sarasota that could be de¬ 
scribed this way. It's awfully 
unfortunate the more moderate 
and intelligent residents of Sar- 
i!sota have been so tolerant of 
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tyese people, who do spew, dui 
hate. 


I "In my own personal case, 
after eight years on the School 
Board and four years as a 
J trustee of New College, and 
j being attacked by a number of 
hate groups, and not getting 
very strong support from the 
community as a whole, I came 
to feel the good people here are 
not interested enough to stand, 
up and fight the small minority] Title: 
that is destroying it. 


, 4 T DO SINCERELY think 
♦they are destroying it (the com- 
; munity). The hate groups, no 
matter how small, scare most 
of the people into silence. They 
are afraid they themselves will 
be smeared. I don’t think this is 
the way to be a good communi¬ 
ty, I think these groups could 
easily have? been driven out of 
Sarasota if the people had been 
willing to stand up and fight. 
Everything I came here for is 
[being destroyed — jthe schools 
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to pay his in- 
the Internal 
Revenue Service is “forcing 
me to commit tireason.*^ 

" The Sarasota physcian iani 
; chairmian of the super-pa troli- 
’A l 4,l Lct Freedom Ring" cr- 
■ sanitation. said he is in hopes 
1 v of fccing'arrested “so I cao 
have a trial by jury.?. % 


Sut7 said the doctor, “this 
doesn't mean I will pay my 
taxes." 

Dougtass entends the gov¬ 
ernment is using income tax 
money to support enemies of 
.the United States. He cited 
aid to Yugoslavia as an .ex¬ 
ample. 

The physician said if ar¬ 
rested he will conduct his own 
defense. 

"I don’t know if there is a * 
lawyer in this country that 1 


come taxes are "not equal" 
as required by the U.S* Con- 
r stitution. ’ / / 

* But the doctor?* 'main argu- 
\ ment against payment is the 
money, if used to support 
enemies of the United States, 
would be * treasonous and 
against his personal ccc- 
" victions. - . ' 

"I think they (the IRS) are 
forcing me to commit treas- 


Indicat* page, name o f 
iew*pap«r, city and 



■~ **1 intend l© call witness** 
fronT McNamara r,;<Defes2e 
Secretary Robert) on down." 
Douglass t 


would trust with this (case)," 
Douglass remarke d. 

. The conservative charged 
the IRS had brought undue 
pressure on him in recent 
years because of his affilia- 
ticn with "Let Freedom 
King." - ~ 

Tne organhation produces 
recorded telephone messages 
attacking communism and 
some government policies. 


* The' doctor said his purpe^r 
ini going to trial would be to 
point up "security risks nevrr 
before named" in government 
jobs, ■ , 

^xlWglas* was before UJ. 
District Court Judce Joseph 
Xieb io Tampa last month for 
faiiicg to file a completed 


1A/67 


I had been thinking about 


'■■personal income tax form for . - this (refusing to pay taxes) 

:• lor some time." he said. 
tT” £i eiTSrdered> him* ' io pro- 1 
^ rduce Jais personal 'books and 
£ /records so" IRS a gents cou Id 
i' tGmpur* els' lax bill.’ Th Judge 
ilsayeiter; u-r;i yesterday to 
S f show the rcc ords or. be found 
fin Ifeontempt; . 

Trv Dougiass ^aid be has ?ro- 
vdated.the information for the 
^*IBS - beemsef^fl-have - no - io* 

* V breaking 

* W-i. - * — 


TltU: 


He alleged it was "harass¬ 
ment" by IRS agents which 
decided him to fight the In¬ 
come tax bill. - - 

"I wasn’t la Sarasota three 
months before they th(e IRS) 
Jumped on me. I know cither 
people! who have been here 20 
years and haven't been to¬ 
uched." the doctor decared.— 
Douglass also m^atjMgis_in- 
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j Malpractice Suit 
Against Doctor 

I SARASOTA — Monday mark¬ 
ed the first day in Circuit Court 
of a jury trial on charges of 
malpractice brought against a 
Sarasota physician by the par¬ 
ents of a boy who died here 
two and one half years ago. 

The suit is being brought by 
the parents of Raymond C. 
Prince, who died Sept 24, 1964, 
two days after he was cut on 
a stump in Phillippi Creek while 
swimming. 

The parents are charging mal¬ 
practice against DnWUJiaHT 

the~Prince youth at the emer¬ 
gency room of the Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital 

J, B. Spence, a Miami attor¬ 
ney, Is representing the parents. 
Joe Pradhan of St Petersburg 
is counsel for Dr. Douglass. 

Several witnesses for the 
plaintiffs testified Monday. They 
1 included the youth's father, sev- 
i eral neighbors and several Sara- 
1 sofa-Com? physiciaite * 
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Spence, .44, fa a well-known 
Florida' malpractice"' attorney.' 
He has bandied SO ar 60 such 
cases throughout the state and 
is currently chairman of the 
Medical -Maipractioe rnmmitt«» 
of toe American Trial Lawyers 
Assoaation.^?^^;^ 

\ Spence, senior/jiartner’ of .a 
Miami law, firm'; is'appearing 
for toe plaintiffs in this case at 
toe' request of toe Sarasota law 
firm <rf Hasson. Ludacer and 
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_ Is Convicted * 

-**• *7 -' c*j r > 

Of Malpractice ' 

,'SARASOTA tfl — A six-man 
Circuit Court jury found Saraso¬ 
ta William Campbell 

Doifglffir g uilty of malpractice 
yesterday and awarded $60,000 
in damages to the plaintiffs 
whose son died in 1964: 

• f • * l 

Douglass is the founder of the 
political telephone message ser¬ 
vice entitled ~ ^Let Freedom : 
Rm ^* thal has now spread to 
otfier parts of the country. • 

He to also a top officer in the 
fledgling right wing Constitution j 
Party. ; ‘ \ \ J 

Douglass was accused of mal- y 
practice by the parents of Ray-. 
mood G. Prince, who died Sept. - 
24,1964 at‘the age of 1? some 36 
hours after he was treated by' 
Douglass for a leg wound. - ^ 

Representing Prince’s parents 
in the week-long trial was B. 
Spence of Miami, current chair¬ 
man of the medical malpractice 
committee of the American As¬ 
sociation of Trial Lawyers. 

The defense did not indicate 
whether It would appeal. It has 
aJTaayr-tf do so. -- • 
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IJ N; During Speech 


SARASOTA — The United Na¬ 
tions is "a blueprint for the 
first universal dictatorship," a 
"carefully designed war ma¬ 
chine” which will ‘‘enslave what 
remains of the free world,” Dr. 
William C. Douglass of Sarasota 
sSTd Monday. ^ 

In a speech entitled "The Unit¬ 
ed Nations: Past, Present and 
Future,” which he delivered to 
a meeting of the Sarasota High 
Twelve Club at Morrison's South 
Gate Cafeteria, Douglass con¬ 
tended that the UN “was de¬ 
signed f r o m the beginning for 
the instrumentality of Commu¬ 
nist conquest” 

He reviewed the activities of 
the UN from its beginnings up 
.to the present and told the 
luncheon group that the organi¬ 
sation has been fostered by So¬ 
viet Communists and members 
of the American Communist Pa 
ty who utilize the idea of world 
government to “draft on to the 
minds of the American-people” 
concepts that are alien to this 
cation’s way of life and to the 
Idea of world peace and free¬ 
dom. 

Douglass, an author,physician 
organizer of Let Freedom Ring, 
Inc.,'and state chairman of the 
Wallace for President Club, told 
the lunch eon group that the 
■'logical end product of-the' IJNI 


is the meat grinder we’re going 
through today in Vietnam.” 

He said, “Our state depart¬ 
ment boasts that we have un¬ 
formed the security council of 
the UN of all our major ac¬ 
tivities in Vietnam,” and then 
remarked that “the security 
council is the war department 
of the UN,” which has been 
controlled by Soviet Communists 
since its beginnings. 

“This explains,’’ said Douglass 
"why our pilots are forced to 
fly a well-known route — they 
call it Slaughter Alley.” This 
explains, he continud, “how the 
Communists have managed to 
run both sides of the war.” 

The doctor told the dub mem¬ 
bers that the solution to the pre¬ 
sent situation would not be an 
easy one. He said that it seem¬ 
ed President Johnson is “no 
longer his own boss” because 
of the “transfer of sovereignty 
to the UN.” 

“We’re through as a free na¬ 
tion,” he emphasized, “unless 
we get out of the UN and get the 
UN out of the U.S.” i 
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^By .PETE SCHMIDT * 
'^HTtEbtme^Stalf -Writer 
5:% SARASOTA!— Dr,* William 
Cainpbell Douglass! said yes¬ 
terday^ concerted effort will 
get under "way after the first 

V<U~ 4/* 4TTA 


second rrfafe iStecptive^com- 
mrite^meelmpo# me* state’s 
. youngest and smallest politi¬ 
cal party last week in St* Au¬ 
gustine, said about 40 counties 
were represented it that ses- 
t Sion* ■ v / / * 3 V- “■ 


pcqe, nc.-ne of 
n«wspcper, city and state.) 


l of) the Year to have former 
J>. Alabama Gov; CJeorge Wallace 


r head dCa third party ticket' in ' 
r x lonaai^^i^^. r - * 

/ //Douglass ,/founder ahd v lead- 
/ er of^e.ConsHtutioa Party in 
! the/sCate/^said 18,000 sign a- , 
, tu rein of ^qualified voters are 
neededj& v fiwing'recoguiUon to. 
Wallace^as a presidential can- * 
did ate''on the'.general election 

,/* We/cannot. start/circulat-, 
ing /thVvpetitions * until \ifterV 
Goy/WaHace .’dedares his/it 
tendons r^uid/^naznes^i^vic^■, 
p re si dentiaJ^nnn^neMas *;, his i 
I r u Iasi 3 

A s ald^ ; ll>d^ g^Kafam^£r g ani-1 
1 

1 goyduor^CadyjfflEKwaitinr 
VDouguSfw ^confident ;tbaV 

yf aliace~ can pos t~1a big yietef : 
ry in "the backyard of Hepubli-^ 
can Gov. Claude 
"We have a better organiza^. 
tion ’than the Republicans 
have been able.|o muster !in 
100/years: We have ‘a'‘county 
committee in each of 52 cout 
ties and the only ones not or-, 
gaiuzed ^Ow are the ''small 
ones/*'said Douglass. . ... ' ; 

.. “The\question of .getting V 
third party candidate on the 
ballot * is _ a ; difficult /one,’ 1 . 
Douglass a aid, ^but we antici- ; 
pate nbproblem/'* /' V;«-.//: ! 
‘/Without!a question ^ of 


George .Wallace 

•> Vbig 'victory* seen 


, 41 i-‘*We are going through with 
\-4he/assumption ;thaf“'Wallace 
c-will Tun, hut If he doesn't that 
Jls Jit," 1 be r said.‘?.-The‘ Con- 
!itituffon Party/will" field ^no 
* other candidates in anyo^er’ 
/'races In'1968 but if, Wallace 
Vfloes run.We’ll be ready to 
;^nove.» 

Douglass said .that ^the/mar-/ 
fihinery'/to 'push /toward Abe" 
/Walia ce ballo t . Is being geared ' 
/ up' sta te wid ejand/na tio nally^ 
^Vmost/of /the /“^o^'vis ^.hbw 
being ^devotedj/in /JpalifofSa' 
for lh|TpresidentiaTpnmSyji 
'£^'bvt tiiat he*j/w'difld’iibt’pre^ 

^WaUace. wou!d> run /nationally; 
Ion tbe'Cons iitutioifPaifty tick-: 

t’mmmaml 
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ace- 

fa?-p^2^fekder®’the 
larger^ counties kmsz /L;VE. 
Haker of Jacksonville/Duval; 
George P 6 n d e rof Tampa, 
Hillsborough ;/ r.Curtis / iDeth- 
aride /of St../Petersburg. /Pi¬ 
nellas; \T. “j.-* Jensen ‘ o£/tAu- 
burndale/PoIk; X*, D./Stiimett 
of Sar a so U //S ar a sota ;X T. /L/ 
Broxtoh /of'ensacola/''/Es¬ 
cambia ^Carlton .Lillie "of ? Tal- 
lahasscc/ Leon;/and §former 
Rep.'T^Ben^iElassen, Palm 
Beach.' ; ^“T’ 
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. Douglass .'said Jhe^key issue 
in the Tlorida campaign will 
be ‘.'the: racial . revolution/' 
but deferred /to Wallace for 
elaboration bn that point / .;* / 
As for Kirk, said Douglass^ 
“I frankly think he*s creating 
more problems for himself, 1 
think it’s amusing r to hea| 
him say that the people .whd 
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elected him and are how/help^ 
ing George Wallace are mak¬ 
ing a mistake, * - * ^ 
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of the party' label the Ala¬ 
bama Democrat chooses he 
will lose no supporters. . 1 
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electoral votefe is scheduled to;of William Shearer, Montgom- 
start rolling in January. .ery, Ala., Wallace’s^ naGonal 

“We have a county committee campaign coordinator. Ee said 
in each of 52 counties, and the tCeFlorida Constitution Party,! 
only ones not organized now are of which Dr Douglass is chair*; 
the small ones," Douglass was man, is now “in the process of r 
quoted as saying in an inter* winning Wallace’s approval as 
view. Dougiass said the coordi- his campaign sponsor in Florida, 
nator for Dade County has not The day after the story ap- 
yet been chosen. pea red, Thomas H, Hart, in Mi- 

He said the Wallaco-for-Presi- ami, announced that he has been 
dent state committee was form* selected by Wallace as South 
ed in Orla ndo under the auspices Florida chairman. * ' 

* “There is no state chairman 
of the Wallace - for - President 
; Committee,", declared Hart, a 
long-time friend of Wallace, j 
“Whea X jrtatejdiainnanJs?_ap- j 
pointed, he wont be Dr. Doug* 


f ",/uu will be named to lead 
the Wallace-for-President Com¬ 
mittee In Florida apparently is 
a question itfll to be decided. 

Dr. William C. Douglass, Sar¬ 
asota physician, was called 
chairman of the Wallace-for- 
President State Committee in 
an Associated Press story, Dec. 
6. The campaign to give George 
Wallace, former Alabama gov¬ 
ernor, Florida’s presidential 


lass.” ■■■ ;• i 

Hart charged that Dr. Doug¬ 
lass’ group “just got together 
and agreed to support Gov. Wal¬ 
lace, to use Gov. Wallace's pop- 
ularitv." - -- ■ - I 
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Dr. William C.~ D ouglass ef 
Sarasota announced* Monday 
that the^Coostitutiocsi. Jparly 
which ha chai|s has merged 
with die ne\T_*jgo.glc aa_ Inde¬ 
pendent Party JolFlnrida_ 

Douglass said the two groups 
will carry the banner of the 
American Independent Party 
and will run former Alabama 
Gov. George Wallace for presi¬ 
dent. ]. 

Douglass said he will be chair¬ 
man of the new' party. lie said 
i campaign chairman wiii be 
‘announced scon. 
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I Another pnysician, 




>7 


I Another pnysician, Dr. Wil- 
liara C Douglass, editor of 
the Sarasota County Medical 
Society, resigned Thursday, 

The resignation follows 
several months of dissension 
among local physicians as to 
the contents of the now sus* 
pended publication. 

Douglass r who had been 


« ,-trt 

t¥ \ 


£ 


elected earlier this year by 
society members to serve as 
editor, sent his letter of 
resignation to Dr, Ernest M. 
Grochowski, president of the 
medical society. 

Some local physicians, al¬ 
though approving the revised 
format of the journal, were 
in strong disagreement with 
the methods of attack against 
jcertain sex education pro¬ 
grams, the U. S. Food and 
Drug Administration and the 
American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, 

Other physicians approved 
the subjects chosen f o r 
discussion in the Journal but 
protested against the editorial 
attacks on personalities in¬ 
volved, such as the remarks 
about Dr, Mary Calderone, 
director of the Sex 


k\\\ 


Information and Education 
Council of the U. S. 
(SIECUS). Dr. Calderone’s 
lawyers in New York have 
demanded a retraction in the 
publication. 

In his letter of resignation, 
Dr. Douglass said, “One of 
the major problems in our 
country today, as I see it, 
is that everyone wants to pass i 
the buck when it comes to 
taking a stand on any issue 
that may antagonize anybody. 

Tluree of the a s s o c i a t e 
editors—Dr. Eugene J. Boyd, 
Dr. Henry G, Morton and Dr. 
Leo H. Wilson Jr. —had 
resigned in protest against 
what one of them called “the 
inflammatory style of writing 
and the naming of personali¬ 
ties” in the three issues of 
the publication prepared by 
Douglass. 

“I think that everyone will 
agree that the new Journal 
is an improvement over the 
old one as far as the format f 
is concerned/' Douglass wrote I 
in his letter of resignation, j 
“The advertising I obLainedl 
*has now enabled the Journal 
to pay for itself so that it 
is not a financial burden to 
the Society. 

“The Journal no longer 
needs me and, under the cir¬ 
cumstances, I no longer 
desire to expend my time and 
energy attempting to put out 
a first class medical journal 
with my right hand while 
fighting an emtoional 
minority with my left/' 

The fate of the suspended 
publication, started about 10 
years ago as a “bulletin” to 
provide information for local 
physicians and some persons 
in paramedical fields, may be 
decided at the next meeting 
of the Sarasota County 
Medical Society. 
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ACTIVITY 

In the March, 1969 issue of "The Journal of the 
Sarasota County Medical Society", which publication is 
published six tirsesayaar, 311 Medical Arts Building, 
Sarasota, Florida, 3357S, Editor WILLIAM C, DOUGLASS, the 
following article appeared by subject: 






-D-, high “priestess 
has no psychiatric 
: premarital Infer-] 
Is, tacitly endorses 
oh so gently; and 
i mo sexuality. And, 
ite, Ortho Pharma- 


about 


Wil Ham * Campbell Do uglass, 


Dr. William 
C. Douglass 


f iP^ ption clear up points of confusion. But__^-Mary Calderone, M-D^ high 

“ %yftV leave the fittfe ones to their hop- i£\yx education (who has no 

^T_ scotch and softhalf. Psychiatrist Melvin credentials), promotes 


Ancheil puts it bluntly: "It catapults the 
_ child into advance sexual information; 

perverts the child — if you turn into 


When I was growing up," there wer e v : an obstetrician at eight years of age, you 
two sexes — the male sex and the female £ ^;have developed a fixation —-1 think It 
lex. My medical school anatomy course is creating more perverts than were ever 
confirmed this. B utj]re'cently some thing _ created b efo re." - r — ,-^r_ £zr . _ ' 
new has evolved from" our schools — the Tim is a delicate subject. But it de- 
let Sex. This is the generation of “sex* ^ serves our serious consideration for it 
ually free" children, -- \ 3 being taught to our children with 
who are taught from ^ incerasing boldness and diminishing re- 
kindergarten how to ” strain t. What goes on in the depths of 
do it, how babies are the mind of a 6 year old boy when he 
made: and . how they^ shown pictures or models of the adult 
are avoided. The Jet male phallus? Has it occured to the 
Sex Is taught that the _ - ' ' 

issue isn't morality, 
but fornication with¬ 


out fear. Religion is 
out of our schools, 
but coition is rapidly 
becoming the biggest 
l thing since the new math. The chil- 
J dren are assulted with detailed texts, 

L “study guides;** visual aids, clay for 
l modeling the human phallus, and every- 
«‘ thing conceivable short of copulation 
rooms — and even this has been sug- 
i gested. In one school, for instance, the 
f t teacher, {who can only be described as 

* sick, sick, sick), herded her little charges 

* into a darkened room and had them fee! 

* each other. 

[ One film now in vogue for Kinder - 
■ garten shows dogs copulating followed 
£ by a human couple in bed under sheets. 

\ A recorded voice explains: "Mummy and 
> Daddy are doing the same thing the dogs 
] do." Now really, isn't that a bit much — 

? even for the Jet Sex? 

t mentioned sex education in the 
schools to a friend and he immediately 
replied, "Well, it's about timer" The im- 
E plication was that finally someone was 

* doing something and we would at last 
, "understand" and "be natural" with sex 
- — thereby bringing on the millenium and 
L a non-neurotic world. But aren't there 
; some things that are better off not un* 

* derstood during the formative years? 

\ Perhaps I am antedelvian in my think¬ 
ing (I have been accused of such) but 
\ what happens to beauty and art when 
| everything is reduced to a mathematical 

* certainty? Our 20th century explorers 
have already taken the moon out of .j] 
poetry and song by informing us that ^ 
It b a "forbidding and foreboding place." 
Most we now deromantasize sex with ]■ 
clinical discussions in mixed company in 
the classroom? As the brilliant Alan 
Stang, writing in The Review of the; 


sexperts that they may be engendering 
a strong inferiority complex that could 
well carry through to adult life? Mighten 
the child "act out," as the psychiatrists 
say, this inferiority complex with 
promiscuity in a never ending attempt 
to prove his maleness, to prove his sex¬ 
ual equality with other males? 

What of the 6 year old girl, who knows 
very well what her anatomy is, who is 
exposed to the adult male, or even the 
immature male, through pictures or 
models and is told that she will, in a 
few years, submit to having that put in 
there. In a class at the Carter Riverside 
school in Fort Worth, Texas, the girls 
were told, "If you don’t want all this 
blood and pain on your wedding, you 
should - - - At this point, one little 
girl fainted. 

How stnpid.j:an educators get? I just 
showed you. 

Everyone seems preoccupied with sex 
these days. That is nothing new. And. 
of course, the pronoun "everyone" may 
be little too all embracing. But when the 
students on an American college campus 
riot because the faculty refused to let 
them erect statues of men and women 
performing perverted sexual acts, one 
wonders what Freud, sex education and 
John Dewey hath wrought 
. Sex education is the "in thing" in 
America's schools, starting at the kinder¬ 
garten level Without it, the promoters 
of "sexology" warn us, your child will 
be warped, inhibited and, heaven forbid, 
moralistic.. One wonders how ten gen¬ 
erations of Americans managed to build 
a great and stable nation without formal 
sex training. We even managed to pro¬ 
create without liberal busybpdies telling 
us how. At the turn of the century, 
sex was considered a private matter. 
Some parents discussed it with their 
children and some . did not Everyone 
seems to agree that there was less mental 


News of February 5, 1969, put it: “—ob-]] illness then than now. Rut now the sex 
serve that what Is happening ii\ Isn’t just- perts tell us, "If the parents won’t teach 
that aex is being given the most repul-]], their children about^ex v then we must*^. 
live treatment possible —which It fs^/ 7 :: Why? 

bnl that man’s greatest, private pleagurej ^ They ttied Ufa a big way in SwrfenT^ 
Is being made commercial; being made -- and now that formerly placid and stable 
a public spectacle enjoyed by a crowd." ^ ridden With neurosis, suicides 

Certainly there Is nothing wrong with VT*. and venereal disease. One hundred and 
giving anatomical courses to senior Mgh forty .Swedish doctors signed a petition 
school students (which Is being doby rj] to the government which stated that 
the medical profession here). Most' of Sweden's young people are obsessed 
the kids at this age already understand with sex and, panting from one partner 
the reproductive process and perhaps ^ to another, some have as many as two 


these courses In the mechanism of con-"3^2 hundred different $ex partners! 

- VF*-- i> ■-“* 


— course among the kids, 

: abortion and speak 
permissively about 
it is interesting to note, Ortho 
ceutical Corporation promotes 
with fancy brochures to the nation's 
physicians. The brochures tell 
doctors to stop moralizing and get 
it! Alter all, Ortho has a lot of 
control pills to sell and 14 year 
know how to swallow pills, don't 
To coin a phrase: There's gold in 
thar pills. 

-- Dr, Rhoda L. Lorand, a highly 
fied child analyst, has very CO] 
described the self-appointed sex 
She said: "I have found that 
these new sex education zealots 
the findings of child analysts over the 
past forty years* is like talking to an ]j. 
audience of turkeys about Thanksgiving. 

In order to avoid the realization 
their, programs belong on the chopping ~J: 
block, they pretend that the evidence j*? 
proving them in error does not exist and 
hope that by ignoring it it will disap- 
pear—a most commendable scientific]^ 
attitude. Don’t worry, it won’t disappear 
and more and more people who are 
unafraid to think are beginning *10 have 
doubts about these programs and thej^ 
caliber of the groups they are attracting." ^ 
Dr. Max Levin, psychiatrist and neu-^ 
rologist, reviewed in current Medical Di-' ; t^ 
gest a book that was edited by two of ^ 
our nation's "sex experts,” Doctors Isa- 
dore Rubin and Lester Kirkcndall. 
following excerpt from that review 
strikes at the heart of their 
„ logic: 

Rubin says, ‘The core of the ethical 
problem is not whether a boy or girl 
remains or does not remain a virgin, 
but whether sex is used exploitatively .-I 
and self-centeredly, or in a meaningful 
and dignified way." 

Kirkcndall says, “When it comes to - 
sex in a relationship, the girl has sev-— r 
eral pressing questions: If I have In¬ 
tercourse, will it make my relationship * 
with the boy stronger? What will he S 
think of me? Will I please him or will ^ 

. I lose his respect?" . rC 

AI1 this sounds so reasonable that it ^ 
has a seductive appeal. Pettenkofer (in £ 
the Family and the Sexual Revolution* : i 
ed, E, M. Schur* Indiana U. Press),^ 
tells us of the satisfaction it gave to a ; 
perplexed high school teacher. Like £ 
other high school (and college) leach-£ 
ers, she hadn’t found It easy to field £ 
the questions of her students in the : 
area of premarital behavior, 
j. - Pettenkofer writes that he was "much 
concerned" when the teacher told him; 

; "that Kirkeodall's ideas had been such ] 

_ a help to her." She said* "Now I have^ 
an answer: I just tell the girls and] 
boys that they have to consider both] 
sides of the "question: Will sexual in¬ 
tercourse strengthen or-^eaken their 
relationship?" ^ ^ 

This, mind you, was not a college 
teacher; it was a high school teacher. 

’ One can imagine the in the 

mind of a high school girl; in the after-. 










noon, she heard from her teacher that 
the question has two sides, and now 
in the evening she is 1 being proposi¬ 
tioned by her boyfriend who assures 
her that intercourse will strengthen 
their relationship. 

The criteria proposed by Rubin and 
Kirkendall are unsound, indeed naive, 
for they presuppose a power to fore- 
tell the future* A girl contemplating 
intercourse, says Kirkendall, must ask 
herself. "Will it make my relationship 
with the boy stronger?” Even if she 
possessed the wisdom of Solomon, she 
would be unable to foretell the an¬ 
swer. Rubin and Kirkendall don't tell 
us what the girl should do if her fore¬ 
cast of a strengthened relationship 
backfires. You can make a hit with 
youngsters if you tell them they’re 
entirely on their own, but few are 
mature enough to assess the pros and 
cons of sex freedom. 

Ortho Pharmaceutical echoes the soci¬ 
ological garbage from Rubin and Kirk¬ 
endall in their news release to physicians 
dated November 13, 1908: "In counseling 
college students facing stresses arising 
from changing sexual attitudes and prac¬ 
tices, the physician, rather than espous¬ 
ing a 'thou shalt not' philosophy, must 
help the student face the basic questions 
— ’Will this behavior hurt you or those 
you love? Will it be good for you?' You 
see, Mary fane, Ortho isn't like those 
other cold blooded corporations* Ortho 
has heart!" 

The results obtained from sex educa¬ 
tion in the lower grades are exactly 
opposite from what the sexologists claim* 
We are sexually deprived and sick, they 
say, and the SIECUS crowd considers 
itself ordained to straighten us out. But 
Communists, you know, always claim to 
be doing the opposite of what they are 
actually trying to accomplish. 

There I go blaming the Communists 
again. Your Editor has been accused of 
seeing a Communist under every bed and 
now i am seeing them in the beds as 
well. 

What is the evidence? 

SIECUS (Sex Information and Educa¬ 
tion Council of the United States) is the 
Big Id in all matters sexual (and homo¬ 
sexual) these days. One of the founders 
and the treasurer of this smut ring is 
one Isadore Rubin, Rubin was identified 
on May 3, 1955 in sworn testimony be¬ 
fore the House Committee on Un-Ameri¬ 
can Activities as a member of the Com¬ 
munist Party. Rubin is also Editor of a 
dirty little magazine called Sexology. 
(How do these titles grab your libido: 
**My desire for Both Sexes,” "An Incest- 
haunted Marriage,” "Women Who Have 
Many Climaxes,” and "Fifteen Ways to 
Get More Out of Sex”) This pornogra- 
pher's trash is now being revised so it 
can be used in our nation’s schools. 

Another smutologist of some renown 
is Reverend William Genne’ who is a 
founder, board member and secretary 
of the SIECUS perversion plant. Genne 1 
has been associated with numerous 
Communist fronts. Also, not surprisingly, 
he is a big wheel in the National Coun¬ 
cil of Churches. 

Reverend Joseph F. Fletcher, Profes- 


♦r of Ethics (of all things) at Cam- an incredible orgy. The photographers 
•'.dge Episcopal Theological School, r ded everything* These prints were 

works closely with the "feelthy pictures" ta.. u to a port in Turkey. They were 

crowd at SIECUS. He has been a mem- put on a ship which several weeks later 

her of 13 Communist fronts and Herbert put in at Mobile. There the pictures were 

Philbrick, former FBI undercover agent, unloaded. American intelligence agents, 

testified: ”J oc Fletcher worked with us who later traced these pictures to their 

on Communist Party projects and an orgin, were unable to follow their course 

enormous number of tasks.” from Mobile. 

The above is just a sampling . . . per- However, it is established that they 

haps you are not convinced, so allow fanned out through the United States, 

me to present some more evidence. and were put into the hands of young- 

When General William F. Dean was sters through pornography dealers. To- 

released from a Communist prison camp, ^ a y these pictures, and the literally mil- 

the Chinese psychologist who had been Ions of reproductions that were made 

trying to brainwash him said: "General, from them, are poisoning the minds of 

don’t feel bad about leaving us . . . we countless young Americans. This was 

will soon be with you. We are going the aim of the Communist agents.” 

to destroy the moral character of a / "The story sounds fantastic, and yet 
generation of your young Americans, l personally cannot question the source, 

and when we have finished, you will Rational people just are n t ready to be¬ 
have nothing with which to really de- keve that the pronography racket is part 

fend yourselves against us." o/ ° Red p/ot to undermine Amercan 

Still not convinced? Consider this morals . . . Yet the evidence is too solid 
from reporter Jack Mabley writing in the to be shrugged off. r 
Fort Worth Star Telegram: So Isadore Rubin, a Communist, is pro- 

"A town in Western Poland was the noting "sex education" in our schools, 

scene of a grotesque gathering in the That doesn t make sex education and all 

late spring of 1954. Communist agents raunchy movies and plays a Com- 

had gone through prisons throughout munist plot, now does it? An official 

Russia and Poland, rounding up hun- publicaton of the Italian Communist 

dreds of sex criminals, perverts and Party, called Journal Cinema, would dis- 

prostitutes* All were transported to this agree: 

Polish town. "The film and theater production of 

Simultaneously the Communists took today are really typical bourgeois phe- 

into the town scores of Red movie and nomena* The bourgeoisie have now 

still photographers and thousands of feet reached the final state in their advance 

of film. The criminals were turned loose toward decadence and show up their 

in the town, and for 10 days, there w*as Continued on page 32 
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MEDITORIAL 

Continued from pogc 3 

inherent rottenness os they surrender oil 
claims to standard bearers of responsi¬ 
bility . We arc not in the least bit inter¬ 
ested in stopping do (sic) this. Why 
place any obstacles in their path? We 
are interested in encouraging this type 
of play. We want to encourage this sort' 
of production. As a technical policy our 
aim is to defend on enterprise that is 
pornographic and entirely free of the 
restrictions of ordinary moral rules. We 
must be resolute in pursuing this course, 
even more so in p/ays being shown that 
attempt to condone homosexuality.” 

Where docs the National Education 
Association, the cultivators of the minds 
of our children, and the American Medi¬ 
cal Association, the organized voice of 
American medicine, stand in regard to 
this obscene invasion of our schools, this 
rape of innocent young minds? This may 
stretch your credulity, but they have 
taken their stand bravely and firmly 
with the smutologists of SIECUS! 

Naturally, most of these bumble heads 
in the NCC, the NEA and the AMA who 
have aligned themselves with Ellis, 
("Religion seriously sabotages mental 
health.” "Religion is neurosis," etc.); 
Fletcher ("For me there is no religion 
at ail"); Kirkendall ("A tremendous feel¬ 
ing of natural unity , . . is immoral"), 
and the rest of these sick, homosexual- 
condoning egomaniacs, think they are 
doing something to combat the very 
things these neurotics are promoting: 



.marital sex, illegitimacy and venereal 
disease. Even Comrade Isadore Rubin* 
Treasurer of SIECUS admitted this was 
futile when he said: "For the Community 
to ask the sex director to take on the 
responsibility of cutting down on illegit¬ 
imacy or on venereal disease, is to ask 
him to undertake a task that is fore¬ 
doomed to failure.” 

Sex education, in one form or another, 
and whether we like it or not, is prob¬ 
ably here to stay. So what is to be done? 
First, throw out SIECUS and SIECUS 
material. Sexology Magazine, and all the 
phonics associated with both. Second, 
read the well-reasoned article in this 
issue by Dr. James Parsons. Dr. Parsons 
deserves your rapt attention. His keen 
mind has penetrated to the core of the 
problem. 

"Who so ever shall offend one 
of these little ones which believe 
in me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and that he was drowned in 
the depth of the sea.” 

Matthew 18, verse 6 


Reprints of this article available, 
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PATRIOTISM 

Patriotism means to stand by the 
country. It does not mean to stand 
by the President or any other public 
official, save exactly to the degree 
in which he himself stands by the 
country. 

It is patriotic to support him in¬ 
sofar as he efficiently serves the 
country. It is unpatriotic not to 
oppose him to the exact extent 
that by inefficiency or otherwise 
he fails in his duty to stand by the 
country. 

In either event, it is unpatriotic 
not to tell the truth — whether 
about the President or anyone else 
—-save in the rare cases where this 
would make known to the enemy 
information of military value which 
would otherwise be unknown to 
him. 

—^Theodore Rooseoelt 


Private enterprise delivers one 
pound of oil from the Persian Gulf 
to our Eastern seaboard cheaper 
than government will deliver a two- 
ounce letter across the street. 

Kansas Free Lance 
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elected earlier this year by 
society members to serve as 
editor, sent his letter of 
resignation to Dr. Ernest M. 
Grochowski. president of the 
medical society. 

Some local physicians, al¬ 
though approving the revised 
format of the journal, were 
in strong disagreement with 
the methods of attack against 
certain sex education pro* 
grams, the U. S. Food and 
Drug Administration and the 
American Medical Asso¬ 
ciation. 

Other physicians approved 
the subjects chosen for 
discussion in the Journal but 
protested against the editorial 
attacks on personalities in¬ 
volved, such as the remarks 
about Dr, Mary Calderone, 
mtpciiH ve director of the Sex 


f Another pnysician, Dr. Wil¬ 
lia m C. Douglass, editor of 
Ihe Sarasota County Medical 
Society, resigned Thursday. 

The resignation follows 
several months of dissension 
among local physicians as to 
the contents of the now sus¬ 
pended publication. 

Douglass, who had been 


(SIECUS). Dr. Calderone T s 
lawyers in New York have 
demanded a retraction in the 
publication. 

In his letter of resignation, 
Dr. Douglass said, “One of 
the major problems in our 
country today, as .1 see it, | 
is that everyone wants to pass ’ 
the buck when it comes to 
taking a stand on any issue 
that may antagonize anybody. 

Three of the a s s o c i a t e 
editors—Dr. Eugene J. Boyd, 
Dr. Henry G. Morton and Dr. 
Leo H. Wilson Jr, —had 
resigned :n protest against 
what one of them called “the 
inflammatory style of writing 
and the naming of personali¬ 
ties” in the three issues of 
the publication prepared by 
Douglass. 

“I think that everyone will 
agree that the new Journal 
is an improvement over the 
old one as far as the formal* 
is concerned,” Douglass TRrote i 
in his letter of resignation.J| 
‘*The advertising I obtained k 
has now enabled the Journal 
to pay for itself so that it 
is not a financial burden to 
the Society. 

“The Journal no longer 
needs me and, under the cir¬ 
cumstances, I no longer 
desire to expend my time and 
energy attempting to put out 
a first class medical journal 
with my right band while 
fighting an emtoion?! 
minority with my left.” 

The fate of the suspended 
publication, started about 10 
'bulletin” to 


years ago as a 
provide information for local 
physicians and some persons 
in paramedical fields, may be 
decided at the next meeting 
of the Sarasota County 
Medical Society, . . _ 





Sarasota Dr. To Take 
Own Tax Case Defease 

By BILL PURVIS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

Dr. Wi'liam C. Douglass of Sarasota, organizer of 
the “Let Freedom Ring" telephone messages, yes¬ 
terday said he will cite ‘‘the unconstitutionality of the 
graduated income tax” in his defense to federal tax 
charges. 

f And he will do it without a lawyer, the appoint-» 

; ment of which he refused several times when he was 
^arraigned yesterday before U.S. Disi. Judge Joseph' 
i,Lieb in Tampa. [ 

HE SAID HE CAM afford to pay a lawyer, how¬ 
ever, but won’t. 

Douglass also refused to plead to the charge of 
failing to file federal tax returns with the IRS for 
four years; he contended lawmen had proceeded im¬ 
properly in serving him notice of the misdemeanor 
charge. 

Lieb entered a plea of innocent for him. 

Douglass, after the court appearance, gave his 
reasons for not wanting a lawyer. 

IT MIGHT BE DIFFICULT to find one to take 
such a case, he said. 

And, he continued, the U.S. Constitution is a sim¬ 
ple document, which was written to be understood 
by persons untrained in the law. He said his defense 
will be based on the constitution. _ ^ 
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not advised," Douglass said, "skirting the issue” by 
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Refuses To Pleadp 
" T ’ e Enters One For Him 


* w By LEE BUTCHER 
. Hera! d-Trib one Staff Writer 
Judge Joseph Lieb entered 
■ a‘plea of innocent Friday for 
S Dr* William C. Douglass of 
Sarasota uTUs District Court 
in Tampa on four counts of 
failure to file income tax 
returns. - 

Lieb entered the plea when 
Douglass refused to plea 
either innocent or guilty to 
the four, misdemeanor 
charges. 

A motion by Douglass, who 
Is acting as his own attorney, 
to have the case dismissed 
was denied. The doctor, con¬ 
troversial conservative and 
founder of the “Let Freedom 
Ring” telephone messages, 
<J has appeared before congres¬ 
sional committees in connec¬ 
tion with the phone messages. 
* Douglass made the motion 
when Lieb, in response to a 
question, said he should have 
been adrised of his constitu¬ 
tional rights when served with 
a subpoena to appear. 

T tk*+ tha rica 


“I was not properly inform- charging- him with failure to 

ec **” * ; file income tar forms in 1965, 

Douglass told the jtfdge he 1qfifi 19fi7 an(1 , QfiR 


preferred to act as his own 
attorney, but refused to sign 
a waiver to that effect. 

“Let the record show that 
he voluntarily waived the 
right for legal counsel,” Lieb 
said. 

Douglass asked Lieb several 
questions about legal matters, 
but the judge was reluctant 
to answer. 

“Vou're not supposed to askl 
the judge for advice^’ _hey 
said. *Tm not on your side* 
or on the other side. You need 
an attorney.” 

Following the hearing, 
Douglass was asked b y 
reporters why he refused 
legal counsel. 

“The Constitution is a very 
simple document,” he said. 
“It was written so that farm¬ 
ers could understand it. A 
man should be able to defend 
himself by standing by the 
Constitition.” 

Omifflace aHrTarf that thp 


1966, 1967 and 1968. 

Judge Leib said a trial date 
on the four charges will be 
set later. 


(Inalcate page, name of 
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Douglass Jests With Judge 

'j;, * © 1 


“Fd like to have a chair to 
Bit down, judge,” said the de¬ 
fendant. Dr. William C. Doug¬ 
lass, a Sarasota physician who 
/objects to paying income tax. 
1 “Fve got a game leg.” 

H - “Are you treating yourself, 
f too?” Judge Joseph Lieb ask-. 
^ .ed ’wr yly as the doctor was 

Ti SHSfiL-V- * ~ ' ‘ 


arraigned in Tampa federal 
court on charges of failing to 
file income tax returns.. He 
was referring to Douglass 
acting as his own' defense 
counsel/ Douglass answered: 

-;“Certainly, rl can’t afford a 
doctor. They’re too expen- 
r give.” r;: \y _ ~ — 
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jass PJfads Innocent 


years and did not file the in- Lieb then ordered the inno- 
come tax return forms. cent plea entered for Doug- 

He told U.S. District Judge lass. 

Joseph Lieb that he did not 
want to enter a plea of inno¬ 
cent or guilty because he had 
not been properly advised of 
his constitutional rights when 
he was served with a sum¬ 
mons to come to court and an¬ 
swer the charges. 

After being asked several 
questions by Douglass, who 
was acting as his own attor¬ 
ney, Lieb said, “why don’t 
you get an attorney to advise 
you? I'm in the middle here 
and I'm not against you, I’m 
not on anyone’s side.” 


Z^TAJtfA-. V Dr. William 
^ Dougla ss, 'Sarasota physician 
-who jlrganized the controver¬ 
sial JLet Freedom Ring 11 tele¬ 
phone messages, yesterday, 
pleaded innocent in U.S. dis¬ 
trict court to four misdemean¬ 
or charges involving failure to 
-file income tax returns. 

Douglass, 43, of 2032 
'Hillsview SL is charged with 
failing to file income tax re- 
! turns for 1966 and 1967 and 
;with failing to supply proper 
information on tax forms for 
those years. 

. The Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice alleges that Douglass 
earned J43,539 for the two 


(Inaloate page, name of 
newspaper, city ana state.) 


Douglass declined to sign 
the waiver of attorney form 
after Lieb determined he was 
not indigent and the doctor 
continued as his own attorney 
for the arraignment. 

At one point, Douglass 
asked the judge if he could sit 
during the arraignment be¬ 
cause of an ailing leg. Lieb 
told the defendant the ar¬ 
raignment would be brief and 
asked, "are you treating your¬ 
self?" Douglass replied,! 
“Doctors are expensive and I 
can’t afford one." ‘ ” *r \ 
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By LEE BUTCHER -T 
t Herald-Tribune Staff Writer 
j Judge Joseph Lieb entered 
] a plea of innocent Friday for 
ti Dr. William C, Douglass of 
'’ isarasoia in Us District uourt 

In Tampa on four counts of 
failure to file income tax 
returns* - 

Lieb entered the pica when 
Douglass refused to plea 
either innocent or guilty to 
the four.,misdemeanor 
charges. 1 . . , . , 

A motion by Douglass,, who 
is acting as his own attorney, 
to have the case dismissed 
was denied. The doctor, con¬ 
troversial conservative and 
*ound:r of the “Let Freedom 
Ring ,: telephone messages, 
*has appeared before congres¬ 
sional committees in connec¬ 
tion with the phone messages. 

& Douglass made the motion 
when Lieb, in response *o a 
question, said he should have 
been advised of his constitu¬ 
tional rights when served with 
a Subpoena to appear. 

“Then I ask that the case 
be thrown cut because I was 
not advised/* Douglass said. 


“I was not properly’ inform¬ 
ed.*’• - 

Douglass'told the jifdge he 
preferred to act as his own 
attorney, but refused to sign 
a waiver to that effect 
“Let the record show that 
he voluntarily waived the 
right for legal counsel,” Lieb 
said. ’- « : 

Douglass asked Lieb several I 
■ questions about legal matters,. | 
but the judge was reluctant' : 
to answer. , - 
r “You’re not supposed to ask 
the judge far adrics/L-he 
said, *Tm not on your side 
or on the other side. You need 
an attorney,” 

Following the hearing, 
Douglass was asked by j 
reporters why he refused I 
legal counsel. 

“The Constitution is a very 
simple document,” he said. 
“It was written so that farm¬ 
ers could understand it A . 
man should be able tc defend 
himself by standing by the ^ 
Constmtitn.” # *\ : j 

Douglass added that the 
Internal Revenue Service was *3 
.“skirting the issue” by, 

m'. ’ - - - ' 


charging him with failure to 
file income tax forms in 1065, 
1966,' 1967 and 1968^ 

Judge Leib said a trial date 
on the four charges \7i0 be 
set later. 
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“I'd like to have a chair'.to arraigned in Tampa federal 

sit down, judge,*? said the-de-") court on charges of falling 
fendant, Dr. WiiEam C, Doug-!' file income tax' returns., He it 
lass, a Sarasota physician who 
/objects to paying income'tax. 

* ‘Tve got a game kg. * 1 &r r ‘ 

?‘Are you treating- yourself, 
i too?” Judge Joseph Lieb ask-. 


t*V‘ ‘ ■ 
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Douglass answered:j 
4i Certainly. T can’t afferd a;.,,-- .. 
doctor. 'They’re too expen-Y ; ' 


i .ed wryly as the doctor Was .; sive.” 7^7^-■ 
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Dr. William C. Douglass of Sarasota, organizer of 
the “Let Freedom Ring’* telephone messages, yes¬ 
terday said he will cite “the unconstitutionality of the 
graduated income tax” in his defense to federal tax 
charges. 

! And he will do it without a lawyer, the appoint-, 
ment of which he refused several times when he was 
arraigned yesterday before U.S. Dist. Judge Joseph 
,Lieb in Tampa. * 

HE SAID HE. CAN afford to pay a lawyer, how¬ 
ever, but won’t _ 

Douglass also refused to plead to the charge of 
failing to file federal tax returns with the IRS for 
four years; he contended lawmen had proceeded im¬ 
properly in serving him notice of the misdemeanor 
charge. 

Lieb entered a plea of innocent for him. 

- Douglass, after the court appearance, gave his 
reasons for not wanting a lawyer. 

IT MIGHT BE DIFFICULT, to find one’ to take 
such a case, he said. ■- ' 

And, he continued, the U.S. Constitution is a sim- 

E le. document, which was written to be understood 
y persons untrained in the law. He said his defense 
will b e based on the constitution. • ■ - ' * 
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FACES INCOME TAX CHANGES \ 



-'! 3, 
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* / Timet Bureau 

S TAJi^A - Dr^ Ttiujaiu 
[Douglass, Sarasota physician 
'Who Organized the controver¬ 
sial jf Let Freedom Bing" tele- 
•jphcne messages, yesterday, 
[pleaded innocent in U.S. dis¬ 
trict court to four misdemean¬ 


or charges involving failure to 
file income tax returns, 
Douglass, 43, of 2032 
Hillsvicw St. is charged with 
failing to file income tax re¬ 
turns for 1%6 and 196 1 and 
..with failing to supply proper 
information on tax forms for 
t those years. 

L The Internal Revenue Ser¬ 
vice alleges that Douglass 
. earned ^513,559 far the two 

n_— : '***■■ 1 


l[MTns CL_ 

years and did not file the in¬ 
come tax return forms. 

He told U.S. District Judge 
Joseph Lieb that he did not 
want to enter a plea cf inno¬ 
cent or guilty because he had 
not been properly advised cf 
his constitutional rights when 
he was served with a sum¬ 
mons to come to court and an- 
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swer the charges. 

After being asked several 
questions by Douglass, who 
was acting as his cwn attor¬ 
ney, Licb said, "why don’t 
you get ar attorney to advise 
you? Dm in the middle here* 
and I’m not against you, I T m 
not on anyone’s side." 


v- 

Lieb then ordered the inno¬ 
cent p T ea entered for Doug¬ 
lass. 

Douglass declined to sign 
the waiver of attorney form 
after Lieb determined he was 
not indigent and the doctor a 
continued as his own attorney r 
for the arraignment. 

At one point, Douglass f 
asked the judge if he could sit * 
during the arraignment be- • 
cause of an ailing leg. Licb 
told the defendant the ar¬ 
raignment would be brief and * 
asked, "are you treating your¬ 
self?" Douglass replied, i 
“Doctors are expensive and I ' 
can’t afford one." . i 
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a Dr. Douglass *' 1 
. [ Ruled Indigent 1 

j Dr. William Douglass of 
Sarasota was ruled indigent f 
Tuesday by U.S. District 
Judge Gerald Tjo0at i n 
Tampa, N “ [ 

Douglass is charged with 
income tax evasion amounting 
to $43,500 during 1966" and 
1967. and with failure to file 
income tax returns during 

r ose years. 

Douglass invoked the Filth 
jjunendment when questioned 
I (about his ability to hire an 
I Attorney. Tjoflat appointed i 
I Hillsborough_State Atty^PauiJ 
j Antmori to assist him^ A new ! 
trial date has not bee£iet A J 
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Trainer PuU Do&Through Paces.,,Or, Vice Versa 


A sentry dog attacks trainer Fred Shedd who has the . scars to indicate 
canine teeth can DfoeppSte the heavy padding. The dog is one of seven in train¬ 
ing or on duty fa f Gflecktiate Security Svstems„ a Sarasota partnership headed 
bj[william C. jjOuelass/Sarasota ph ysician . The company also provides uni¬ 
formed. "giiil'dS with Ui^Wthout dolman? patrol service. Douglass said the 
service probably is too costly for most of the residential market but Checkmate; 
does have some sentry dogs guaiding^hraiM^ ^e sentry dog business has bare-': 
ly scratched the surface, he said"’ H£^st^^^tiaExhg^^Og^epresents .a; 
minimum investment:of “T^rT* 
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Sarasota Physician 



Prepares To Test Tax 


Tribune Bureau 

SARASOTA - Dr. William 
- C. 4)ou%lass, Sarasota pnysi- 
'cian wno claims federal in¬ 
come tax proceeds are being 
used unconstitutionally, is 
scheduled to support his con- 
tention before a 12-man feder¬ 
al jury in Tampa next month. 

The U.S. government has 
charged Douglass, a champion 
V of right-wing causes and origi¬ 
nator of “Let Freedom Ring/ 1 
with willful refusal to file re- 
r quired income tax forms and 
to supply required tax infor¬ 
mation. 

i Douglass said he has re¬ 


fused to pay the federal in¬ 
come tax on constitutional 
grounds asserting that the fed¬ 
eral government, by .giving 
the money in essence “to our 
enemieshas betrayed the 
American people. 

He said yesterday he has nofi 
paid federal income taxes! 
since 1964. Returns of the past* 
seven years have listed only . 
“name, rank and serial num- j 
her” and were marked as filed 
“under protest,” Douglas said. 

Douglass cited the sending 
of computers' to the Soviet 
Union as “helping our 
enemies.” Computers, he said, 
are the heart of modern war¬ 
fare. * 
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The income tax trial o j/3ar- 
asota Dr w WilJiam C. fioug- 
lass was "'postponed'Thursday” 
after, a prosecution continu¬ 
ance motion was granted. 
Douglass -is charged by the 
U.S. government with failiaj 
to file a correct 1(M0 incom 

t x fonn- 

The case, long~delayed i j 
e courts, was scheduled to 
come to trial in the next two 
weeks in a Tampa federal 
court, but will now be re¬ 
docketed and is not expected 
to resume at least until late 
this summer. 

It was the second continu¬ 
ance granted the government 
in the case against the con¬ 
troversial Sarasota physician 
who has not paid personal in¬ 
come taxes since 1964. 

The right-wing spokesman, 
founder of, the dial-a-epeech . 
sendee “Let Freedom Ring”* 
ps ' challenging th§ constitu- 
jtioiiality of the appropriation 
'of the tax he contends is be¬ 
ing used to support America’s 
enemies in foreign lands, in¬ 
cluding much of the country's 
foreign aid program- v : £'\ - 
The government' has filed i 
two' 1 charges against Douglass ' 
" bui dropped one; the refusal t 
S to J2e~ proper. infonn atiori.-in^ 
— mromft fa* formp4 


-the standard income tax formic 
4 * ^ Douglass^reports;„h£ has ‘, t 

w Ms 

lorn 
lade 
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( By DOROTHY STOCKBRIDGE 
Journal Reporter 

Forget that saying about 
the bark being worse than the 
bite when you’re talking about 
an attack dog on patrol. 

( The German shepherds that 
are being used to guard 
homes, businesses and even 
the Eingling Museum 
grounds, have a bite that ex¬ 
erts 750 pounds of pressure 
per square inch. 

Attempted break-ins drop to 
zero when a sign goes up 
warning of an attack dog, ac- 
cording to Dr. W i II i a m 
Campbell D^uglas^'whb is in 
' the^usinesFof framing dogs 
for security duty. 

• “The dogs will deter almost 
Everyone. You can’t sneak up 
on a dog,” said Dr. Douglass. 

* He values a fully-trained 
guard dog at $7,000 and 
claims a canine guard sur¬ 
passes the human kind for a 
variety of reasons. 

“Dogs don’t lie, cheat, 
steal, get drunk, have 
hangovers or want an ad¬ 
vance in pay,” he smiled. 

He owns 10 of the dogs, all 
trained in Sarasota by Ralph 
i Young, a carpenter by trade. 
Young learned about dog- 
training in the Air Force 
.where he helped train dogs 


in Washington State to guard 
atomic sites. 

"‘They’re Just like people. 
Some learn fast and others 
slowly,” said Young. 

Ace, the firm's “top dog” 
was a natural, learning his 
job in two months. Others 
take six months and all the 
dogs are constantly retrained. 

“Some dogs just don’t have 
it.. They’re total cowards,” 
said Dr. Douglass, thinking 
back on some of the dropouts 
he has had in the year since 
the project started, 

Ace, he claimed, is a dual- 
personality dog, able to be 
friendly one minute and be 
ready * to attack the next 
minute. ^ - 

“He knows what his job is," 
said Dr. Douglass. “I wouldn't 
take any amount of money for 
him.” 

The dogs aren’t killers but 
are trained to pull an intruder 
to the ground and hold him 
there until help comes, if it 
takes all night. Part of their 
training is learning not to eat 
meat tossed to them in case 
it should be poisoned. 

Dr. Douglass has six of the 
dogs trained to work in pairs, 
considered more effective 
because if one is distracted, 
the other is ready. One team 
guards a fenced 20-acre site 


where apartments are being 
built. 1 

“They haven’t lost a single 
article since the dogs have 
been there,” said Young who 
delivers the dogs when 
workmen leave and picks 
them up the next morning 
before workmen arrive. 

Other dogs are successfully 
guarding stores, a lumber 
yard, plumbing supply and 
the Karl Bickel residence 
where dog and human guards 
share the duties. 

The Ringling Museum owns 
its guard dog. Stormy, whoi 
was trained at the National 
Police Dog Academy . in 
Moline, Kan. According to 
Florence Gillmore of the mu¬ 
seum staff, he was a bargain 
bemuse he was trained for 
pobc? work but got car sick. 

Since Stormy has been 
roaming the 45 acres of the 
museum property after 
visitors leave, vandalism has 
ceased to be a problem. 

“Stormy is a tremendous 
preventive measure. A man 
would think twice before tak¬ 
ing a chance on disturbing a 
dog. A dos is so much more 
unpredictable — not like a 
guard on his rounds.” said 
Miss Gillmore. 

I When he’s off duty in the 1 
daytime, Stormy has his own 

:enced yard with shady 
Eucalyptus tree and dog 
house near the home of his 
handler, Elwood L a f 1 i n , 
grounds superintendent who 
lives in a guest home of the 
Ringling mansion. 

“At night, when I lock up 
we have our own private- 
estate,” laughed Laflin. Anaf 
with Stormy around, th| 
estate is secure. The 85-poimqj 
dog is trained to hold an in¬ 
truder and doesn’t attack 
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unless the person tries to im 

u Ue has a good set of teeth 
he r s no house pet/* said 
tLafUu who has a healthy 
Respect for the dog* Stormy 
takes his duties seriously and, 
once turned loose at night, 
covers the territory. Even in 
the daytime he sounds off 
when anyone drives into 
Laflm’s yard, “He knows 
where people are not suppos¬ 
ed to be/ 1 T 

Dr, Douglass, who runs 
Checkmate Security Systems, 
claims the dogs are a bargain 
at $75 a month (when the dog 
is fed and housed there) 
compared to about $600 a 
month for human guards. 

Dogs usually only stay on 
the Job a month at a time 
so no employe can get too 
friendly with them* Between 
Jobs they get in some 
Retraining with Young at 
■ Sandy Lane Kennels. 

. Male dogs, said Dr. 
^Douglass, are the best guard 
dogs but their training caii't 
begin until they T re a year old, 
“Otherwise, they're too ba¬ 
byish — like teen-agers," 

Dr. Douglass would like to 
see dogs used by local law 
enforcement officers — “for 
their own protection if nothing 
else* In investigating a rob¬ 
bery, a man could get killed 
going into a dark room. ..but 
a dog would get somebody 

*-■ , - , 

like humans, the dogs are 
subject to all the human ail¬ 
ments such as infections and 
bronchitis, plus a few more, 
like h e a Ft w o r m s ;■ Dr, 
Douglass keeps up strict pre¬ 
ventive treatment to keep the 

I animals healthy,.: ; ; - 
Then they’re ready to work 
a 12-hour night without v even 
a whimper or a complaint 
about a coffee break* 

-- r 1 -*1 hrtzfri - 


MCE STORMY "— The Ringling Musenn/s 
_ guard dog, Stormy, poses with his handler, grounds 
■ superintendent Elwood Laflin, in front of -his%wn 
shade tree and dog house. ‘ ** V K§ 


^ _ _ ^„ 

S': GOING THROUGH PACES — tarry Knapp, In a protective suit and heavy 

fiT 1 ; V |*V ~ ■ V ■ v ^ 

Ann guard, Is still wary of the German ; shepherd being trained for securit) 
duty by Ralph Young, t r- 

* a if h - j .% " ^ -i . * T -> 
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By TERRY ROGERS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


A defense attorney yester¬ 
day admitted that his client, a 
Sarasota doctor, has not filed 
a proper income tax return 
since 1964* but be told a feder¬ 
al Jury the doctor failed to 
comply for a good reason. 


4 Paul Antmon Jr. made the 
[remark during opening ar¬ 
guments in the trial of Dr. 
William C7 Douglas, tae Sara- 
sola doctor who founded the 
“Let Freedom Ring 11 tele¬ 
phone network. * 

Antinori said that although 
Douglas did not pay taxes, he 
did. not try to deceive the gov¬ 
ernment, but sent tax return 
forms directly to the Secre¬ 
tary of the Treasury in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C. 

THE TAX returns, however, 
contained only Douglas'* name 
and address, and the hand- 
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■ scrawled words, “under prth 
test.” 

! ■ “The government charges 
and must prove he did these 
ihngs wilfully ” said Antinori. 

“It is our contention that 
the doctor did these things not 
wilfully, but for good purposes 
in his own mind,” be said. 


and child support; a caci 
dealer who said he sold Doug¬ 
las a Volkswagen; a flying 
school employe who brought!* 
receipts which showed Doug¬ 
las had taken glider lessons, 
and three bank executives 
who testified that Douglas had 
checking accounts. 


“HE WILL TAKE the 
witness stand and he will tell 
you why he did what he did. 
You will be the ones to decide 
whether he acted with wrong¬ 
ful purpose or not/ 1 he told 
the jury. 

Douglas is accused of not 
providing required informa¬ 
tion on his-1966 and 1967 tax 
returns, although he has con¬ 
tinued to file similar tax re¬ 
turns since 1965, 

Despite Antinori’s offer to 
“stipulate” to the facts the 
government wants to prove, 

■ Assistant U. S. Attorney Hugh 
N. Smith opened his case with 
h procession of witnesses 
balled to present records, 
jj TESTIMONY^ 

4hat one 


fast 



early when^Uft ^government 
ran ouUoL^it/esses for the 
day. 1*7 

Antin<r/sat back, declining 
to cross-examine witnesses 
and offering to admit some 
documents before Smith even 
had time to ask what records 


■ were. - ’ 7 

.. District Court: Judge Gerald 
~B.\Tjoflat said that the r trial 
. was moving ahead of schedule; 
.and should be fim$h&tods^£ 
' _The 

* witnesses'to ^shoV thatUotTg- 
. las had ah iBCome dorWg'ihe 
two ' c y&rSTt Jin Hz gu^stjozu 
.Witnesses' included fqrm^7 
wife/TheoJ who said ahere^ 
_ ceivedJ400-a-month "atmoiiy: 

<■ *■***' M -u -- , - 1 i It _ ijiA— y* 


A GRAND JURY indict¬ 
ment, charging Douglas with 
the two misdemeanors, said 
his income was $22,132 in 1966^ 
and $21,427 in 1967. ■ ' 

“There is no issue and there 
should be no issue that Dr. 
Douglas had gross incomes 
mentioned in this charge,” 
protested Antinori. -A 

Douglas, a controversial fig-7 
ure, had received nationwide 
attention for forming a v tele-' 
phone network which plays 
recorded right-wing political 
messages. /_ ^ 

He said publicly that the In¬ 
ternal Revenue Service (IKS)* 
was forcing him to commit 
treason by using his taxes to 
provide foreign aid to Com¬ 
munist countries. 



(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


"There is no contention, no i n e witnesses presentee 
issue with that” Antinori said testimony r e g a rdinj. 
with a rising voice. Douglass’ bank deposits and 

“The one thing at issue,*’ expenditures for 1966 and 1961 
he continued, is “one single * n order to provide prool 
•word: Willfully.” tiiat Douglass had earned a 

■ Antinori said the govern- taxable income in those 
ment must prove that y ear . s - 
Douglass did these things Smith warned the jury the 
“willfully.” testimonies would be “bor- 

“Douglass did these things, “g" “ tiis opening statement, 
but not willfully,” he said. The defense accepted all 
“He did it for good reasons, evidence submitted to the 
submitting his 1040 form court. Much of it was records 
directly to H. B. Fowtay se- from Sarasota-area banks 
cretary of the U.S. Treasury.” where Douglass had savings 
Antinori told the jury the 41111 checking accounts during 
issue was whether Douglass the years in question, 
had acted with a “wrongful . The defense made no ob- 
purpose* in his own mind. jecUons to prosecution’s ques- 
Dougiass was charged by ° o f tt . e Jesses. • 

the federal government in 

1966. Subsequent trial action ^ , huns , elf ' 

"has been postponed until this ^ ‘ Do 1 ugIass, fo ^', 

week. mer Wlfe 0 he local Physi-‘ 

_ „ ,, _ . , - cian. They were divorced in 

Walter McDaniel, a re- jggg 

presentative of the IKS. told ■ ■ J 

the court in testimony that 
Douglas’ 1040 forms for the 
years 1965-70 were identical 
in their “Under Protest” for¬ 
mat 

In the years 1961-64, he said 
Douglass had hied identically 
“proper” forms. _ 

' Earlier, Douglass' indicated 
-his withholding of taxes was 
‘a challenge to the constitu¬ 
tionality of the appropriation. 

* He said the tax revenues. 

^are/being used by the U.si 
/government t0 provide aid -toft 
the “enemy.” '■*»! 

Despite the defense’s con¬ 
cession that the prosecution’s 
accusations were correct, 

-government Attorney Hugh 
Smith presented 15 of an 
' estimated 30 witnesses he has 

subpoenaed. - - , . - \S)r 


By JILL CHAMBERLIN 
Herald-Tribune Staff Writer 

Evidence presented by the 
prosecution in a Tampa 
District Court Thursday was 
accepted with equanimity by 
defense attorneys in the in¬ 
come tax trial of Sarasota 
physician Dr. William 

Douglass.-j 

' Asst. U.S. State Atty. Hugh ' 
Smith is attempting to prove 
that the conservative doctor, 
founder of “Let Freedom 
Ring,” willfully failed to file 
information about his gross ‘ 
income in 1966 and 1967 to 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

In his opening statement to 
the 12-member jury and 
presiding Judge Gerald B. 
Tjoflat, Smith .claimed 
Douglass had returned a 1040 
form to the IRS with his 
name. Social Security num¬ 
ber, date and signature — and 
\ bold “Under Protest” writ- 
|en across the form, 
j Smith said failure to pro¬ 
vide figures that would pro¬ 
vide computation on income 
taxes was a violation of 
regulations and statutes. 

Two counts on that'charge 
have been filed against 
Douglass. - , t v - 

Defense attorney Paul An- , 
tinori told the jury his client 
did not take issue with the 
charge. ... ■ ■ 

He said the prosecution’s 
evidence, compiled over a- 
period of two years, that 
Douglass made more than 
$20,000 in 1966 and in 1967, 
was admited by his client. 

He said Douglass also ad¬ 
mits he did not submit these 
figures to the IR S for com - 
putation. ' ■ 
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Anlinorl asked her i f 
Douglass h 2 d voluntarily 
'raised child support payments 
be court has" ordered she 
receive. 

1 Mrs. Douglass said they had 
been ruistJ, adding he had 
du;:e £o^sficr she threatened 
hin: v;i;h clur* aclioru 

1' is psprdrd in at Smith 
\/i:l prs'^vet IS more prasecu* 
lion witnesses today. 

Doudiiss sn Id Thursday he 
would test:=y lcd*iy on his 
own behalf, nr.d would online 
specific Lily bis reasons fer 
uUkhtflUing personal income 
tux, 

lie acid he has noi peri the 
. !nx airier- 1S£S. 

Earlier ike 11 -member jury 
was sealed after a morning 
of questioning, After shout an 
hour the prosecution was 


menable 19 the seating of all 
d mors. 

The defense persisted in 
c: musing those they f e I tp 
£ ‘j 'ejuaicecT' for almost four 
hoi rs. 

A Sarasota man, Richard 
Pee. , was calk'd for ques¬ 
tion! g prior to the iury- 

sea ! i. g. 

Pec ■ disqualified himself by 
indica ::g he had knowledge 
cl lire defender, and had 
already formed nn opinion 
about U e case. 

Six u-;n 2nd six women, 
including one black woman, 
were sea. id. 

Douglas founded the na- 
\ 1 n mv id e eI c ph 0 n e netwo rk 
which off rs messages to 
callers in 1 ajor cities on the 
supposed p xjbleru of com¬ 
munists in govern ment, an d 
other right-w ng concerns. 




! 
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^ciujoii b egan'in iaj ajj^^Diacs- ,J IS^^SubS&qBejrt?trial ^3on 
-da y iiL - lh e income taziria I of —hss l^priZpfL^nnp^ iirrhliih^ 
- Sarasota v physician-^rfeWfc - w e siF^^&XH 
l:gm-Doughs. -- — *"-« ,-iWalter McDaniel, ,2 re- 

hffie.^sDsenraiive d 0 c t o'jj^-vypreseatsHye"' of theJRS/toM 
'willfully failed _to pay. to^ille5,*the l r ccmt "la testimony' that 
Mitfoi^ pouglaSV1040 • fera for the 

gross iiconie.in.1966. and 19ffJ^|;yeirs ^265-70 ^.were ‘identical 
4o the Internal Revenue, Ser?-^i'lh^ir^njnder ProtesTVior-i 


Smith - saIOStire‘'tG"'pn>- ''-Douglass had j 
^de ^^jr^JJiat wouid pnv^.-^rDper^ form: 


^-Earlier, ; Dougiass inoicaiec 
his witnaoiding 01 Janes jwss 
aT ^challenge to the jmnstiiu- 
tfohality ‘of the appropriation’/ 
^Eaysaid the 12 :: revenues 
: aH^ he injured by Laeu.S. 
government to provide aid to 


regTila t£ons_and s tatutes. 
r-Twore^imtsJozrthat charge : 
have /been--filed “against 
P«ug!asi.~4=,4, ~ -*== 
^Defense- attorney Paul Ai 


^Despite the defense's-; con- 
; cession t hat th e prosecution s 
accusations t» ere c 0 : : e c:. 
government Attorney .Hugh 
Smith .presented 15 of an 
estimated 30 witnesses he has 
OT&oenaed/. ^ 

/tit h e ~witnesses ,presented 


-Douriasa -insdeir more ^4h an 
nO.dOD in '1965Vaad'ii; 1967,: 
was admired by his cUentTT^ 
"D He/said Douglassjalso - atP 
trits he did not submit .these 
hmres to the"jRS;ior r cbm^ 

‘^Thera is no concentiQn^o 
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Claims He Was 6 Upholding Constitution 


IDduglass Testifies! 
In Tax Trial ^ 



By JILL CHAMBERLIN 
[ Herald-Tribane Staff Writer 
■ A 12-member jury in a 
! Tampa U.S. District Court 
^Friday heard Sarasota physi* 
cian Dr. ^William Douglass , 
testify he was “upholding the 
U.S. Constitution 1 * when he 
failed to file fiscal informa¬ 
tion with the Internal Reve¬ 
nue Service in I960 and 1967. 

The testimony constituted 
the main defense for 
Douglass, who is accused by ! 
the federal government of two ' 
counts of withholding in- 1 
formation about his income. 
Following his testimony the ' 
jury was excused while 
presiding Judge Gerald 
Tjoflat heard the prosecuting 
Asst. U.S, State Atty„ Hugh 
Smith, claim futilely the 

( testimony was irrelevant and 
should be stricken from the 
record* 

; Douglass’s testimony 
Mowed the prosecution’s 
earlier parade of document¬ 
bearing witnessess — almost 
30 — who were - subpoenaed 
by the prosecution to prove 
that Douglass had an income 
considerably over the $600 
figure which is the base-figure 
which defines who must pay 
income tax. 

Their claims indicated he 
had an income in excess of 
$20,000 for both years under 
consideration in the case. 

The government contends 
Douglass willfully broke the - 
law when he submitted 1040 
forms, both years, to the U.S. 

, Secretary * of the Treasury 
that omitted fiscal Income . 
data. Across 'the tax form, t 
[Douglass - admitted; he had j 
'scrawled the words, “Under j 
Protest” ^ - . 7 * ! 


Smith told the jury that 
proof beyond a reasonable 
doubt that Douglass failed to 
file fiscal information with the 
IRS in 1966 and 1967 was a 
substantiation of guilt 

Douglass’s attorney has 
contended throughout the trial 
that he did not willfully break 
a law. The defense has ad¬ 
mitted in court that the 
physician, founder of the 
telephone - message ‘ “Let 
Freedom Ring," did withhold 
information* “for good 
reasons" and as a 1 'protest.” 

Prior to Douglass’s 
testimony, his attorney, Paul 
Antinori — a former Hillsboro 
County state attorney — re¬ 
quested an acquittal. 

He agreed the government 
had presented evidence of 
deposits and expenditures in 
Douglass’s name for 1966 and 
1967. However, Antinori said 
the government had not pro¬ 
ved the money was “income" 

— a taxable source of cash. 

Judge Tjoflat rejected the 
request after meeting with 
counsel in his chamber. 

_Douglass took the stand at 

3:15 and spoke with a calm 
deaienor for almost an hour. 

Under questioning from his 
own attorney, Douglass said 
he supported some form of 
government taxation. 

However, he said that In 
1965^-r after “voluminous 
research” he learned to his 
“horror and dismay", that the^ 
U.S. government was using 
“your tax monies and my tax 
monies .to support our ene- ! - 

. ^“Something snapped - - 1 n; 

me,V-he said, “I knetf^jl 
“couldn’t support the deaths it' 
purboys inJVietnam,” — 


“I made a moral decU 
sion ... I don’t want to be 
a martyr ... I have nothing 
to gain from this . . . Tmadei 
a irrevocable decision that I 
would not continue to support 
a tax system being used to 
destroy your country and mv 
country," he told the jury- 

He said the Constitution 
defined treason as “giving aid 
and comfort to the enemy." 

“I maintain our own 
government i s committing 

treason against the American 
people.” 

He said the U.S. has sent 
machine tools, inedible tallow 
(used for manufacturing TNT 
he remarked) polystyrene, 
nylon cord and computers to< 
“Communistic countries.” 

He said these were war 
supplies. I 

“The computer is the heart 
of a modern war," he said, 
adding that his research 
“proved the United States has 
sent millions of dollars worth 
of computers to the U.S.S.R., 
Hungary and East Germany." 

In response to a query 
about “Let Freedom Ring” 
Douglass said it is now in 
more than 100 American ci¬ 
ties. He said he founded the 
telephone message in 1962. He 
said shortly afterwards, the 
IRS began to audit him, al¬ 
though, he said, he had sub¬ 
mitted proper tax forms to 
the government, at that time. 

He said the IRS is a fre¬ 
quent target of his phone 
messages. - ; * 
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"ijlhe 'prosecution has ‘in- ' 

I licated he.-did fUe^’proper” 
onus with the IRS until 1965, ' 
Douglass said he had ex- ' 
ilained his/motives of protest - 
in registered letters to U.S. 
'Secretaryj)£ the Treasury H. 

B. Fowler! 

, J ■*. ■ -„-*(** * *> ' g ., . * V,e. -r.- 

“* “Did you get a reply from 
Fowler?’’, ashed Antiaori: ,.y 
_ “No," replied Douglass. 

•' "Do you continue .to be 
“under .protest” even ..after 
criminal charges have.- been 
made against ;'-;you,the 

defense asked. ' : 

■> l • -- « r * r ; . ^ 

“Yes” he sail V T ; 

“Will you continue?” 

“Yes” he sail 
Douglas told the court be 
was “upholding the Constitu¬ 
tion” not knowingly breaking » 
a law^vU^i^ 33 ^, ■ & \ ~ r 

In cross-examination; Smith 
prodded the defendant about 
his attitudes towards : high 
government and IRS officials, 
outlining his questions from 
a book Douglass published, : 
“Letters of William,.Campbell ; 
Douglass;* 1 :^^ ^ ^ '* 


r - r«*- * - 

^/Douglass admitted he called | 
JRS ’ special agent Fred 
Graham — a key witness for 
the prosecution — a “hatchet 
man-Nrand a “professional* 
exterminator’”*’ 

* He justified the flame- 
calling because.Graham “re*, 
presents the evil system that 
is trying to destroy our cotin- 

-‘If* 

Douglass ■ denied-_ihe' i 
prosecution’s suggestion that 
withholding - * taxes from :the' 
doctor’s employes had never 
been turned over to the 
government "" “ — 

/ In rebuttal te stim on yf 
Douglass said “I will not say 
I intended to break a law — 
any law.” ■ . /* •’ 

Earlier .in the day, about 
15 persons testified for ^ihe; 
prosecution with evidence that 
Douglass had made deposits 
and expenditures in 1966 and 

M67- H fi- 1 lir! 

On Thursday, at the trial’s 
outset, the defease^admitted 
the’ money had^cristwflln 


those years. Despile this, the 
prosecution presented at least 
30 witnesses to prove ihe 
js Villi <wieaviv aamitted. 

The reasons for this ap¬ 
parent repetition became clear 
late Friday afternocn. 

Judge Tjofiat told the jury 
the court would reconvene on 
Monday at 9:15 a.m. to hear 
final arguments, receive 
instruction* and deliberate orT 
the charges. 

However, he said, the jury 
must be advised that the “in¬ 
tent of willfullness is the 
essential element of the 
crime . . . The failure to 
supply information in counts 
one and two.” 

He said if the jury was 
completely convinced by the 
prosecution that Pouclass had 
deliberately and m-emionalK\ 
without justifiable excuse, 
violated a criminal statute, he 
must be considered guilty. 

“Protest is not a ferni of 
defense,” he said. -__ 


council stipulation that 
Douglass’ “reoiifat**" 
truth and \eracity is rood ini 
Sarasota, where he lives,” 
allowing the defense to waive 


the need 


character 


witnesses. 

About 15 persons, including 
the press, were members of 
the audience at Friday's trial. 

Many of them took frequent 
recesses in the morning ses¬ 
sion while the prosecution 
presented its self-admitted 
“boring” testimonies’^ about* 
Douglass* finances. 

His testimony brought the 
audience back Into the court¬ 
room. 

A number nf IRS employes 
watched the proceedings with 
great interest. 

The divoiced doctor was acfl 
companied bv Hutu Anrlersanl 
who dctcril-d herself ss al 
long-time friend and se-| 
cretary. 





Douglass ‘Uncertain’ 
On Course Of Action 


Herald-Tribune Staff Writer 

Dr. William Douglass, the 
Sarasota physician * who 
refused to properly file in¬ 
come tax reports, was sen¬ 
tenced Tuesday night to 150 
days in jail and placed on 
five years probation. 

The sentence in the case, 
which has been dragging on 
since the mid-1960s, came in 
U.S, District Court in Tampa 
where on July 10 the doctor 
was convicted of failing to 
provide required information 


is a minimum security prison 
for men only. *■ 

“The prisoners have pretty 
much what they want,” he i 
said. 

1 ■ The 500 prisoners are 
assigned various Jobs — some 
attend school or take voca¬ 
tional training the spokesman 

resorted, . -_ 

The prisoners live in semi- 
military units and eat their, 
meals in cafeteria-type dining 
halls. 

Douglass filed only' his 
name, address and the words 


Douglass testified at th 
trial that he had made 
“moral decision not to con 
tribute to a tax system that 
is being used to destroy your 
children, our children and cur 
country,” by supporting 
Communist causes. 

He said he came to this 
conclusion when he learned 
that while fighting a war in 
Vietnam the U.S. government 
also was supplying “war 
materials” t o Communist 
governments. 

He said it. was 
“treasonable 1 ! to force a taxi 
payer to pay money that)’ 
would support Communiss 
countries. * 


{Inalcate page, uctse a! 
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on federal returns for 1966 [ “under protest” on the forms. 


and 1967. Douglas said then 
it was a form of treason to 
force taxpayers to support 
Communist countries. 

The court ordered Douglass 
to serve his term at a 
civilian-operated prison a t 
Egiin Air Force Base in 
northwestern Florida. 

Sources close to the doctor 
;aid Douglass had 30 days to 
appeal the sentence. He was 
Jmcertain last night what ac¬ 
tion he would take. 

The source said Douglass 
actually was sentenced to a 
year, but the balance was 
suspended. ’ ■. -ft* - ■ 
Prison facilities at Egiin Air 


“We have seen that Dr, 
Douglass had not paid to the 
U.S. government one penny of 
income tax since 1965 al¬ 
though he has been allowed 
to practice medicine and 
make money,” said Asst, At- 
ty. Hugh Smith, prosecutor in 
the case. 

Douglass is the founder of 
the political telephone net- 
i work, “Let Freedom Ring.” 

'■ Visiting U.S. DisL Judge 
Gerald Tjofiat of Jacksonville, 
who presided over the three- 
“ day trial, returned to Tampa 
Tuesday for the sentencing, 
r * .The judge stipulated that 


Prison faculties at Egiin Air during Douglass' probation 
Force Base, located less than ^period he was to properly file 
1QO miles east of Pensacola, all income tax returns 

^ m ^ ! L^ er d ? an '' Tt* 12-member jury found 
administration, said a, DougUss after 

SSSTltaTS n h n C -deliberating abouWminutes. 

^bad deliberated for 

Th? SS?’ lL K d ‘i7T four or hours I would 
The prison has been in *^1 j 1 , # . *—1 *, 

operation for the last.10 years N - m ?j 

under the U.S.*epartmairor - a Z^? f , erward - 

Justice W* ' 1 ^ oreJi iaK m y 

^02.^110 ten; said the 

spokesman, ,jrtw j Bet to lunch. 
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Doctor^®lio Fought 
Taxes Is Sentenced 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


By PHILIP MORGAN consideration because “be ernment contends that he 
Tribune Staff Writer / (Douglas) is much-needed by owes. 

/ his profession” - as a physi- 

Wiiliam C. Douglass,\ the cian, said his client “has cer- IN THE THEFT case, Tjo- 
Sara^otalioctoflAlio^protested tainly learned a tremendous flat sentenced Phillip Reeves 
the government's spending lesson.” Sims, 28, of 18D8 W. Burke, tb 

policies by not filing complete Trial testimony brought out five years in prison, a term to 
income-tax information, was that Douglass had not filed run concurrently with a 
sentenced yesterday to a complete Form 1040 tax inf or- 12^ -year sentence (now 
120-day prison term and five mation between 1965 and 1971, under appeal) from the state 
years’ probation by a federal however he was convicted for for attempted breaking andj? 
judge in Tampa. failure to File only in 1966 and entering Dec. 8,1971. 

Federal Judge Gerald Tjo- 1967* Daniel Thomas Cooper, 25, | 

flat also sentenced yesterday " 4408 \V. Tampania, on whomS 

one man to five years in pris- in HIS ARGUMENT before Tjoflat said he found “no ad- 
on and gave another proba- the court, Douglass cited U.S. verse information” in a pre- 
tion for crimes relating to the foreign aid, specifically the sentence investigation, was 
theft of a $100,000 jeweled e!e- sa i e of computers to the Sovi* given three years probation, 
phant and ivory figurines e t Union, as what he called The two pleaded guilty July 
from the home of Davis Is- unconstitutional use of public 26 to conspiracy to dispose of 
lands resident Mrs. David A. monies by the government. stolen property, just moments 
Falk two years ago. Douglass told the jury he before their trial was to be- 

decided not to pay his taxes gin in federal court. 

DR. DOUGLASS, founder of when he found out that while Charges had stemmed from 
the “Let Freedom Ring” tele- fighting a war in Vietnam, the the burglary Feb. 9, 1970, of 
phone service, had been con- u.S, Government was supply- the Davis Islands home of 
victed July 4 by a federal jury ing <4 war materials” to Com- Mrs. Falk, widow of a promi- 
af failure to file proper in- munist governments, saying nent Tampa businessman, 
come-tax information for 1966 that computers are used in sims had been charged .with 
and 1967. Since 1965, Douglass warfare. selling and trying to sell sev- 

bad submitted tax ^ returns in giving him the light sen- e ral items from the Falk col- 
with only his name and tence and the five years’ pro- lection in Indianapolis; Chica- 
address and the words “under bation, Tjoflat made the pro- e(r and St. Charles, Mo. 
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